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On 5 February 2015, at the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing, evidence was 
provided by Police Scotland in relation to the Handling of Police Complaints. During 
this session the Convener, Christine Grahame MSP, requested clarity on the 
statistical information contained within the Police Investigations & Review 
Commissioner (PIRC) report entitled Police Complaints: Statistics for Scotland 2013-
14, referred to within this document as the PIRC statistical report.  
 
The following response aims to answer the point raised by the Sub-Committee and 
provides a wider explanation as to the difference between a recorded case and 
recorded allegations. In addition an explanation has been provided to the live status 
of the database used to record complaints resulting in a variation from the data 
quoted in the 2013-2014 PIRC statistical report and the statistical information 
available at this point in time. 
 
Reference was made by the Sub-Committee on 5 February 2015 to bullet point 6 of 
the summary contained within page 2 of the PIRC statistical report. The specific 
wording of this entry is as follows: 
 
‘The total number of cases alleging criminality and therefore having to be 
referred to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service fell by 39.2%, of 
which just 6.7% led to proceedings being taken.’ 
 
The Sub-Committee requested clarity as to the allegation types referred to the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and in particular the Criminal Allegations 
against the Police Division (CAAPD).  
 
In generating the statistical information requested, relating to the period of 2013-
2014, I require to provide contextual information associated with the database 
utilised to record complaints. 
 
The Centurion database holding data associated with complaint allegations was 
merged nationally on 1 April 2014 to correlate to the present structure of 
Professional Standards in Police Scotland, from the legacy regionalised pre-
amalgamation structure. The Centurion database is a live system and the figures 
extracted are valid for a point in time and information can change on a daily basis 
depending on the closure point of cases. 
 
In essence the figures provided to the PIRC at the point of submission for the 2013-
2014 statistical report were accurate at the point in time they were requested. Due to 
additional cases being closed for the period 2013-2014, post the point at which the 
statistical return was requested, any attempt to interrogate the database at this 
current time will show a difference between the figures made available in 2014 and 
the figures generated by Centurion at this point in time. 
 
In simple terms, if a criminal case relating to the period 2013-2014 was returned at a 
point after the statistical information was provided to the PIRC then it would still be 
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recorded as a 2013-2014 case and a re-run of the same statistical return would 
demonstrate an increase of an additional case. 
 
To respond to the request by the Sub-Committee the Professional Standards 
Department, Police Scotland, has interrogated the Centurion database and the 
figures shown deviate from the 225 cases quoted in the PIRC statistical report. The 
allegation breakdown relates to the current live data. 
 
As highlighted in the PIRC statistical report, 225 cases alleging criminality were 
reported. When interrogating the Centurion database at this point in time the figure 
currently shows 252 cases. From the 252 cases, proceedings have been taken on 
21 cases, which equates to 8.3%. 
 
It requires to be specified that a ‘case’ referred to CAAPD may contain more than 
one criminal allegation. For example if a member of the public makes a complaint of 
assault and vandalism against a Police Officer then this would be recorded as 
2 criminal allegations however would relate to a single case as per the PIRC 
statistical report. 
 
From the 252 criminal cases reported to CAAPD it can be specified that 382 criminal 
allegations were encompassed within the said cases. A tabular return has been 
provided to indicate the allegation type and associated quantity reported. 
 
 

Allegation Type Relating to 2013-2014 
Cases Total 

Abduction 1 

Assault 229 

Offences relating to animals 3 

Attempt to pervert 28 

Breach of Data Protection Act 35 

Breach of peace 13 

Clandestine removal of other property 1 

Road Traffic offences 18 

Drugs offences 5 

Fraud 2 

Sexual Offences 7 

Mobile telephone offences 1 

Official Secrets Acts 1 

Perjury 5 

Post Office, telecoms & data protection 1 

Prevention of crimes 1 

Racially aggravated conduct 2 

Theft  23 

Threats and Extortion 3 

Treason 1 

Vandalism 1 

Wireless Telegraphy Act offences 1 

Total Number of Allegations 382 

 



3 

The table provided has not been expanded to explore the nature of the allegations or 
the CAAPD disposal. The information is limited to a breakdown of allegation types 
associated with reported cases. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to provide information on the allegation breakdown 
associated with the textual comment within the PIRC statistical report. If you require 
clarity on any further points please contact me at your convenience. 
 
John McKenzie 
PSD – Superintendent 
Police Scotland 
6 April 2015 
 


