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10 March 2015 
 
Dear Mr Whyte 
 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing: follow up 
 
At the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing’s evidence session on armed police on 5 
March, you agreed to provide written answers to any questions which could not be 
reached due to lack of time available. Only one of those questions was for the 
Scottish Police Authority. This is reproduced verbatim below:   
 

 Graeme Pearson MSP: “First, I would like Iain Whyte to confirm in his 
response that I gave evidence to him and his colleague that was very much 
in the same tenor of frustration as the Convener has expressed. Secondly, 
paragraph 38 of the SPA report states: “A clear accountability framework 
exists.” I think that we accept that Iain Whyte is probably the expert on 
accountability as far as this situation is concerned. With that hat on, he has 
spoken about recommendations and consultation. My question is this: does 
the Chief Constable have the authority to make in future, without the prior 
endorsement of the SPA, the kind of changes in police that were made 
previously without that endorsement?” 

 
Further context can be found in the Official Report of the meeting which is available 
at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9823&m
ode=pdf  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9823&mode=pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9823&mode=pdf


   
 

   

 

 
I would be grateful for a response to this question by 16 March to allow it to be 
circulated with papers for the Sub-Committee’s next meeting on 19 March, which I 
hope you will be able to attend.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee  


