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Update on SPA’s armed policing scrutiny inquiry – 16 December 2014  
 
I write to update you with progress on the Scottish Police Authority’s (SPA) scrutiny 
work in relation to the impact of Police Scotland’s Standing Firearms Authority for 
Armed Response Vehicle officers.  
 
During the autumn of 2014, SPA has proactively drawn in views and evidence to 
inform its scrutiny of the impact of Police Scotland’s standing firearms authority.  
 
This included a representative public attitude survey of over 1,000 people, a public 
call for evidence that drew around 200 responses from organisations and individuals, 
three public evidence sessions held in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness, and the 
commissioning of an academic report on strengthening police-community 
engagement. Some MSPs on the Sub Committee were among those who made 
representations.  
 
The SPA is now weighing up the varied and contrasting responses made to the 
questions posed by the inquiry’s remit, including a number of broader issues such as 
emerging civic expectations on participation and engagement. Further discussions 
are taking place with Scottish Government, HMICS and Police Scotland to explore 
opportunities to address these issues, so that they can be considered as SPA 
finalises the ‘lessons learned’ strand of its report.  
 
This will require some further work by the scrutiny inquiry group, and it is now 
expected that the SPA will formally present its considered findings early in the New 
Year.  
 
I will write again in January to update the Sub Committee further. I would be grateful 
if this update could be circulated to all the members of the Sub-Committee.  
 
John Foley  
Chief Executive Officer 
16 December 2014 
 


