
Welcome to the latest edition of the
Holyrood Progress Group’s Newsletter. 
In addition to an update on construction
progress, this edition includes information
about a new series of articles about the
Project which is being published in WHISP
and a general update on events which have
been taking place in and around the site.

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

No-one was more disappointed than us
when, in June this year, we had to report to
the SPCB on further delays to the 
programme.  We are dismayed by the fact
that the completion date, given at the 
beginning of the year as January/February
2004 with a 100% level of confidence by our
Construction Manager, has slipped to July
2004.  We are applying all possible pressure
on the consultants and contractors to get the
project completed as quickly as possible
while not compromising the quality. 

But despite these disappointments and 
frustrations progress is being made. Both
the MSP block and Queensberry House 
elements of the complex are still due for
completion this year.  A walk round these
buildings reveals a glimpse of what the rest
of the complex holds in store.  In both build-
ings, rooms are being completed from the
top floor down; finishing work is in hand and
carpets are being laid. Scaffolding has been
removed from the east elevation of the 
MSP block revealing the striking façade
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of steel, oak and granite while the north 
elevation of QH along the Canongate has
also emerged from the scaffolding. In the
basement area, work continues on schedule
which will enable key communications
rooms to be handed over to the SPCB
before the end of the year.  This will allow
access for the Parliament’s Information
Technology staff to begin work on the 
installation of IT and telecommunications 
services.

The Towers are now scheduled for 
completion by the end of February 2004. 
A visit to the committee rooms provides a
preview of the striking ceiling profiles while
throughout the 4 Towers the oak and glazed
partitioning work has begun to define the
various office spaces.

The programme problems being 
experienced in the main lightwell and the
resulting impact on surrounding areas have
been reported in detail but even here
progress with elements such as the main
glazed walkway round the back of the
Chamber gives an indication of how 
impressive the final product will be.  And
speaking of the Chamber, recent visitors to
the site have been able to get up above the
crash deck in the Chamber to see the 
magnificent finishes of the ceiling. The crash
deck is scheduled to come down in the next
couple of months at which time the true

scale and impact of the Chamber will be
revealed for the first time.

INFORMATION

The Project’s award winning Information
Centre located in the Tun building continues
to provide information to visiting 
organisations and members of the public
through a combination of models, images
and interactive displays. The number of 
people to have visited the previous on-site
Visitor Centre and the new facility at the Tun
is now almost 93,000 and in the past year
alone, 450 visits to the Centre and/or the site
itself have been organised through the
Project Team. 

Both the Progress Group and the Project
Team continue to look for ways in which to
make information about the Project and the
building available to Members and the 
public. On 6th September, the first in a
series of articles appeared in WHISP.  

These articles will appear every other week
and aim to provide some basic facts about
the building and the Project as a whole and
to cover some of the issues which have
failed to make the headlines, such as 
the committee rooms, the chamber, 
environmental aspects of the buildings, the
landscaping scheme and the public
entrance/exhibition area. 
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ALLOCATION OF MSP ROOMS

As mentioned above, the MSP building is
nearing completion and arrangements are
well in hand for allocating blocks of rooms to
the parties.  Site tours have been taking
place giving Members the opportunity to see
the accommodation at first hand.  The battle
for those window seats starts here!

RECENT EVENTS

There can be few people who missed the
reports of one of our more high profile 
visitors to the new building.  Thursday 28
August 2003 was one of those “Project”
moments which will be recalled and no
doubt elaborated and exaggerated at social
events for many years to come – the day
that Sir Sean Connery visited the Holyrood
site. 

Locals, workmen on neighbouring sites and
more than the occasional photographer
appeared as if by magic as Sir Sean took

time out of his hectic schedule to visit the
Information Centre and take a tour of the site
along with his wife Micheline, the Presiding
Officer and film director Murray Grigor.  

Throughout the tour Sir Sean and Micheline
expressed considerable amazement at what
they saw, describing the use of materials
and the design of the Chamber in particular
as “fantastic”.

DOORWAYS IN TIME

A number of pieces of stone which formed
door lintels in the last Parliament building
nearly 300 years ago are to be featured in
the new building at Holyrood.

The current owner of Arniston House, Althea
Dundas-Bekker, has kindly gifted the stones
to the Project. 

They were removed recently from the
grounds of Arniston House in Midlothian by
Historic Scotland who took them to their 
conservation unit to catalogue and clean
before they are delivered to the Holyrood
site. 

The stones are to be placed above the main
doors which lead from Tower 3 into the
glazed walkway, which will be used by
Members on their way to the Chamber.  The
stones will also be visible to the public as
they use the main glazed stairwell to the
Chamber gallery.

MSP office area.

Sir Sean Connery views construction with Presiding
Officer.

MSP building from Reid’s Close.



QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSIONS

In view of the thin attendance at our Q&A
sessions, and in view of the fact that
Holyrood matters are being thoroughly 
covered in the Presiding Officer’s monthly
reports to the Finance Committee (not to
mention the Fraser Inquiry) we are 
consulting with MSPs about whether or not
to continue with these sessions. 

CONTACT

If you have any questions about the contents
of this newsletter or enquiries relating to the
Progress Group, please contact the
Secretary, Judith Proudfoot, on extn 85636.
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