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Welcome to the latest edition of the Holyrood
Progress Group’s Newsletter. In addition to an
update on construction progress, this edition
includes details about the Trade Packages
contracts and a summary of the issues raised
at the seventh Question & Answer session
which was held on the evening of Wednesday
26 February in the Chamber.
John Home Robertson Linda Fabiani Jamie Stone

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

We are now entering the final stages of this
project. Anyone who has been down to the site
recently will have seen a number of elements
emerging as scaffolding begins to come down. 

The Kemnay granite cladding on the MSP
block is now clearly visible from Holyrood Road
as are the feature bay windows. Internally, the
office accommodation is well advanced with
partitions and storage units in place on all
floors. The granite cladding has also reached
the top of the committee towers and many of
the windows are now in place. The installation
of the vaulted roofs of the committee rooms has
begun. Elsewhere, the beams and steelwork for
the chamber roof are all in place and most of
the ‘lining’ panels have been installed. The steel
leaf shapes of the lobby roof are all in place and
the glazing work is well advanced.

The exterior of Queensberry House is now
exposed and, although work still remains to be
done on it, this gives a clear impression of how
this part of the complex will look.
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DETAILS OF TRADE PACKAGE
CONTRACTS

The table below provides information on
completed Trade Contracts awarded on the
project. All Trade Contracts for the project have
now been awarded.

The estimate of inflation is made using the
BCIS indices for calculating the level of
inflation in the industry. This assessment is
made several times a year and applied
retrospectively to the figures. It is therefore
possible that some of the inflation figures given
here will be adjusted in due course to reflect
revised information. 
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Trade Package Cost plan Recognised Current trade Package contractor
allowance  index estimate contract value

(1998 prices) of inflation

2015: Queensberry House £81,000 £4,000 £81,518 Kinsley and Bolton Ltd
Miscellaneous Works

2045: Well Probing £30,000 £1,500 £29,293 Wimtec Ltd

2046: Well Drilling £97,500 £4,875 £96,155 Richies Ltd, Kilsyth

2091: Asbestos/Pigeon £200,000 £10,000 £202,966 Chamic Industrial
Dropping Removal Services

2100: Retention and £1,570,486 £97,834 £1,668,320 AMEC Civil
Piling (west basement) Engineering Ltd

2200: Substructure £3,164,000 £148,000 £2,999,500 O’Rourke Scotland Ltd
(west basement)

2205: Substructure £5,335,000 £909,732 £7,244,171 O’Rourke Scotland Ltd
(east basement)

2300: Excavation West £833,490 £45,000 £831,139 Barr Ltd

3520: MSP cladding £6,642,893 £740,683 £854,067 Flour City (UK)
(Terminated)  Architectural Metals

3640: MSP Roofing £716,756 £140,986 £942,977 Coverite Ltd

9101: Turfing £70,521 - £70,521 Stewart & Co
Procurement Seedman Ltd
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SUMMARY OF QUESTION & ANSWER
SESSION

On Wednesday 26 February, Members were
invited to join the Holyrood Progress Group
MSPs in the debating chamber for the last
Q&A session before dissolution. Following a
brief introduction by John Home Robertson
MSP, the following issues were discussed:

Timetable for access to Holyrood

It was confirmed that the programme was still
on target for construction completion in
November 2003, as per the Corporate Body’s
report to the Finance Committee on 17
January. The precise arrangements for the
migration of MSPs and staff into Holyrood
would be a decision for the Corporate Body.
While some of the accommodation was still on
target to be ready prior to November (including
the MSP block), it was not thought likely that
there would be a ‘phased entry’. It would not
be practicable to allow access by individuals to
the completed areas while the rest of the
complex was, to all intents and purposes, still a
building site. The areas would, of course, be
accessible to contractors working on installation
and commissioning of systems, fit out, etc.

The Group was able to confirm that the
landscaping works were also due to be
complete by November, although some
seasonal planting may require to be postponed
to the following year.

Liquidation of the company Picardy Media
Group

In 1998 Picardy Media Group were contracted
by The Scottish Office to provide a video-
recording and production service and storage
facilities for outputs in relation to the Holyrood
building project. 

To date, Picardy have produced five videos
which have been used to help explain the
project at various stages to members of the
public, MSPs, professional organisations,
students etc. The videos have been shown as
part of travelling exhibitions and in the
Parliament’s Visitor Centres on George IV
Bridge and at Holyrood. 

In addition Picardy, in consultation with the
Holyrood Project Team, regularly record
construction progress for the official archive.
While the long-term use of the footage will be
determined at a later date we have been
advised by professional organisations such as
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in
Scotland (RIAS), that there will continue to be
a great deal of interest in the project post-
completion. It is vital therefore that video
footage is captured as construction progress
continues. 

The cost of the videos produced and of each
archive recording session are met from the
Project Team’s annual ‘running cost’ budget
and does not fall under the remit of the
Progress Group. Payment arrangements are
such that Picardy have been paid for each of
the videos produced and for each archive
recording session.

Picardy Media Group went into receivership on
31 January 2003. The Holyrood Project Team
has had a written assurance from the company
that the material held in the archive is secure
and is the property of the Scottish Parliament. 

The Project Team has also been informed that
Picardy’s Production and Post Production Unit
was performing very well in the lead up to the
receivers being called in and in fact has
continued to trade as other parts of the
company have been closed down by the
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receivers. We have also been informed that
three organisations have expressed a serious
interest in taking Picardy over and HPT expect
to hear in the next few weeks of the long-term
future of the company.

Access for the disabled and transport links
in general

Accessibility for the disabled has been a prime
consideration from the outset of this project
and our access consultants, Buro Happold,
have been involved throughout the design
process. They advise us that they consider the
Scottish Parliament will be the most accessible
building in Europe.

Transport arrangements are the responsibility
of City of Edinburgh Council, but the Progress
Group has been in contact with them and
representatives of Lothian Region Transport to
emphasise the need for good transport links for
people travelling to Holyrood.

IT provision in Holyrood

The delay in completion of the building has not
directly affected the version of IT that will be
installed in the building. The Parliament has put
in place several framework contracts and
licence agreements that facilitate the flexibility
in purchasing that is required when looking to
fit out any building project. The current
Technology refresh project is not dependent on
building completion and is driven by business
requirements rather than building availability.
This project is the main vehicle that will supply
a new version of IT to Members, their staff and
SPCB staff.

Broadband connectivity has been established
as a requirement for the Holyrood Data
Network and is currently scheduled to be

piloted in May 2003 at the current
accommodation. This pilot will initially target a
small group of Cable Modem / ADSL
Broadband users and if successful will be
made more widely available after the summer.

The budget allocated to IT in Holyrood as part
of the overall fit out budget has not changed. 

There was some discussion about the
provision of IT access at desks in the debating
chamber. While the SPCB has taken the
decision not to provide such access in the first
instance, the desks will be wired so that this
can be accommodated should the decision be
changed in the future.

Architects’ liability

Given that the company providing the design
input to the project, EMBT/RMJM Ltd, is a joint
venture company who will cease to exist once
the project is complete, concern was expressed
about the ability of the Parliament to seek
recompense in the event that a ‘fault’ was
discovered in relation to an aspect of the design.

The Group were able to reassure Members
that the SPCB is protected from negligence or
failings within the design team by a
requirement for each of the designers to
provide Professional Indemnity Insurance to a
level of £5m for each and every claim.

CONTACT

If you have any questions about the contents of
this newsletter or enquiries relating to the
Progress Group, please contact the Secretary,
Judith Proudfoot, on extn 86536.
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