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Welcome to the latest edition of the Holyrood
Progress Group’s Newsletter. In addition to an
update on construction progress, this edition
includes information about recent events which
have taken place on site, including a summary
of the key issues raised at the sixth Question &
Answer session which was held on the evening
of Wednesday 9 October.
John Home Robertson Linda Fabiani Jamie Stone

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

As you walk around the site you can now begin
to get a real feel for how the individual
elements are coming together to dramatic
effect.

On the west of the site, the MSP block is
progressing well both internally and externally.
Inside, work is moving ahead in the fitting out of
the Members’ offices; outside, the cladding of
Kemnay granite continues on the west
elevation along Reid’s Close and the first of the
feature ‘window pods’ have recently been
installed.

The ‘lobby’ space, which will form the main link
between the assembly buildings, Queensberry
House and the MSP block, is now taking
shape. Enric Miralles’ design continues to
challenge the structural engineers to find
innovative ways of bringing his ideas to life. A
number of the large steel frames for the leaf-
shaped roof lights are already in place along
with the uniquely shaped supporting columns.
The results are stunning.

Another prominent feature will be the debating
chamber roof, a 30m span which will allow an
uninterrupted view for all inside the chamber.
Installation of the oak beams, another huge
engineering challenge, is well under way with
the majority of beams already in place. The
vaulted ceilings in the public entrance area
beneath the chamber are near completion and
display Enric’s abstract shapes of the saltire
moulded into the concrete.

The building which will accommodate the
media, adjacent to the chamber, is currently
being clad in pre-cast concrete panels while on
Tower 1, where some of the committee rooms
will be located, more Kemnay granite cladding
is being installed. On the same building, the
‘upturned boat’ design of the roof, which will
have a matt, stainless steel finish resembling
slate, is clearly visible.

The buildings along the Canongate are
progressing well. In particular, the structure of
the cantilever building, with its 18m span,
provides an exciting addition to the architecture
of this area.

In August, work on the landscaping to the
south of the site, leading into the park, reached
the point which necessitated the move of
Project Team staff from the site into newMSP windows



accommodation in The Tun on Holyrood Road.
Their postal address and telephone numbers
remain unchanged. The Visitor Centre will also
be relocating soon. The existing facility will be
closing on Friday 1 November. Given the
proven popularity of the centre (we reached
our 70,000th visitor earlier this month), a new
Information Centre will be opening within The
Tun complex on Holyrood Road before the end
of the year. The new Centre will provide an
abbreviated version of the current exhibition
and include a new, small retail unit selling
Parliament merchandise.

RECENT EVENTS

Voices of Scotland

Over the summer, members of the public were
invited, through local newspapers, to submit a
quote which reminded them of what Scotland
and being Scottish means to them. Responses
were received from across Scotland and
beyond, and a selection of the quotes can now
be seen on the hoardings around the site.

Closure of Horse Wynd

On Monday 16 September, Horse Wynd was
closed to vehicles for a period of up to 9
months. Pedestrian access has, however, been
retained and the Project Team has been in
discussion with the Council in an effort to
ensure access to the local bus services is
maintained. The closure is necessary to allow
for the road and walkways to be realigned and
upgraded and for the creation of new
landscape features. The use of granite and
Caithness stone will help to create a new,
pedestrian friendly space between the
Parliament and the Palace of Holyroodhouse.

SITE TOUR AND Q&A SESSION

On Wednesday 9 October, Members were
invited to join the Holyrood Progress Group on
a tour of the Holyrood site followed by a
question and answer session in the Visitor
Centre. 21 Members participated in the event
along with some Members’ staff and
representatives of the media. Given some of
the comments on the night itself and those we
have received since, it is safe to say that
colleagues who went around the site were
surprised, impressed and excited by what they
saw.

A number of issues were raised at the Q&A
session:

What steps are being taken to ensure the
highest level of accessibility for all to the
new building and its facilities?

Enabling easy access to all areas of the new
Parliament building has been a priority from the
beginning of this project. Our access
consultants, Buro Happold, have worked
closely with the Design Team and have been
given the opportunity to comment and provide
advice on all aspects of the design including
layout, materials/finishes and signage. The
result is a building which promises to be the
most accessible public building in Europe.

Projected visitor numbers suggest that the
new building will be one of the top visitor
attractions in Scotland. What is being done
to prepare for this?

Planning for future visitors to the Parliament
has featured in both internal and external
design elements. Internally, there will be a
public cafeteria, shop, exhibition and
information areas. There will also be a

Installation of lobby roof lights
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dedicated education centre which will
encourage learning in a modern, welcoming
environment. Externally, in addition to the
landscaping proposals for the Park, a major
new urban space is being created between the
Palace of Holyroodhouse and the public
entrance to the Parliament. This area is
designed to cope with the anticipated visitor
interest in the new Parliament and provide a
link with the other attractions of The Queens
Gallery, Our Dynamic Earth and of course the
park itself. On the Canongate, proposals are in
place to provide a ‘window on the Parliament’.
This will consist of screens showing a
combination of live coverage of what’s
happening in the Parliament and other
information and educational footage.

Much has been made recently of the number
of seats available for visitors and the public in
the chamber. It is important to remember that
at the time the brief was put together for the
new building, the only guidance available was
what was being provided in the other UK
Parliament/Assemblies and elsewhere. It is
worth highlighting, therefore, that there will be
more seats available in our chamber than in
almost all the other UK buildings combined.
Our temporary accommodation happens to
have even larger public galleries – we have
been pleasantly surprised by visitor numbers.

Press comment has tended to overlook the fact
that so much of the Parliament’s business is in
fact done in the committees. Recognising this
and the desire to develop a much closer
relationship and interaction between the public
and the work of the Parliament, the new
committee rooms provide a far greater number
of seats for the public than is currently
available. The smallest of the 6 new committee
rooms will accommodate 29 members of the
public (only 3 less than our current largest
room!) while the largest will accommodate 81.

How can we spend £14.2m on landscaping?

Contrary to popular belief, we are not spending
£14m on shrubs and trees! The landscaping
budget covers a variety of works required in
the area surrounding the new building. These
include the creation of a new public area
between the Parliament building and the
Queen’s Gallery, (including road
improvements, paving, ponds, infrastructure (ie
drainage)); work to Queen’s Drive (creation of
a new road, improvements to existing surfaces,
works to improve safety and traffic flow (eg

new roundabout, road-narrowing)); additional
footpaths and cycle-ways into and through the
park improving public accessibility and
amenities; upgrading of Reid’s Close, including
granite setts, creating a more attractive public
route; and new lighting. And yes, it also
includes some soft landscaping in the form of
trees and shrubs.

What considerations have been given to
the environmental aspects of the building?

Environmental issues have been high on the
agenda throughout this project from re-using
some of the stones from the buildings which
previously occupied the site to making use of
existing wells to provide ‘grey water’ and the
installation of solar panels to help provide
domestic hot water.

The Building Research Establishment Ltd have
carried out an environmental assessment on
all the buildings and have awarded the rating of
‘Excellent’ – the highest possible rating – in
each case.

Contract management, in particular in relation
to Flour City (UK) Ltd, was raised including
reference to performance bonds (PBs) and
parent company guarantees (PCGs).

Reference was made to the report by Audit
Scotland which confirmed that the contract
with Flour City (UK) Ltd had not been
improperly made. Further, the report
concluded that their own financial appraisal of
Flour City International, based on the
information available at that time, supported
Bovis Lend Lease’s assessment that the
company was financially viable and able to
undertake the contract. Audit Scotland also
confirmed that all payments made to Flour City
had been appropriate.

Media tower and Debating Chamber



The failure of Flour City to provide a
performance bond led to our decision to
terminate their contract. However, a parent
company guarantee had been obtained and the
SPCB are currently investigating the feasibility
of recovering additional costs attributable to
the demise of Flour City.

On the general issue of contract management,
it was pointed out that PBs and PCGs were not
the only method of managing performance and
that ‘retentions’ (usually 3% of the contract
value) were also being widely used. Monitoring
of contractors’ performance against
programme and quality is an ongoing process
and it would not be appropriate to start
discussing the possibility of taking action
against particular contractors at this time. This
will be pursued, if necessary, in due course.

How many contracts are still to be let?

The report to the Finance Committee included
a figure of £19.9m which represented the Cost
Plan value (at 1998 prices) of works packages
still to be let. These included contracts which
were at various stages of the tender process
and a number of these have since been
awarded. At the time of the Q&A, there were 5
packages still to be let.

Why have there been additional costs
attributed to bomb-blast measures?

While the specific blast criteria have not
changed in recent times, it is the case that they
are being enforced much more stringently
following a number of incidents around the
world. The process is an iterative one, requiring
the Design Team to provide samples for testing
and, if they fail, undertaking re-design and re-
engineering work in order to produce further
samples. This has been particularly acute in
finalising window design where delays in
resolution and installation have inevitably led to
related costs and problems associated with
temporary weather proofing and environmental
controls, as well as having knock-on effects for
other areas of work. It is very difficult to put a
cost on this but one estimate has put it in the
region of £20-30m.

The Progress Group takes the view that it
would be irresponsible to take risks with the
safety of visitors and staff at Holyrood, so we
are fulfilling our commitment to comply with the
advice from our blast consultants.

The closure of Horse Wynd has impacted
on local public transport services. What is
the Parliament doing to assist local
residents in the Canongate area in
particular?

The Project Team has been in regular contact
with the City of Edinburgh Council to discuss
the various issues surrounding the temporary
closure of Horse Wynd. One of these issues
was the loss of the bus route servicing
residents in the Holyrood area. The Parliament
agreed to pay for a shuttle bus in an effort to
alleviate the problem. While a new ‘64’ service
appears to have resolved the issue for
residents in the Dumbiedykes area, those at
the foot of the Royal Mile are without a
replacement service. At the request of Sarah
Boyack, the Progress Group have undertaken
to meet with her and the Council to pursue this
matter further.

Contacts

If you have any questions about the contents of
this newsletter or enquiries relating to the
Progress Group, please contact the Secretary,
Judith Proudfoot, on extn 86536.
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