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European and External Relations Committee 

The EU referendum and its implications for Scotland 

Written submission from Museums Galleries Scotland 

MGS welcomes the opportunity to respond to the call for written evidence on behalf 
of the Scottish museums sector.  

Overall, this is a time of uncertainty. It is not yet clear what the impact of Brexit will 
be as decisions are still to be made about how the UK will interact with EU member 
states in all areas.  

The impact of being in a state of uncertainty should not be underestimated. While for 
some people this uncertainty can be viewed as an exciting opportunity, for many it is 
a source of anxiety. Museums have a role as trusted spaces to provide a place 
where people can come together and explore issues and tensions within their 
communities.  

We have concentrated our response on the connections we and the sector currently 
has with Europe.  

Funding / Partnership programmes 

Funding Programmes not requiring EU partners 

Membership of the EU has meant that museums and galleries have been in a 
position to benefit from funding programmes which do not require partnerships with 
other EU states, but instead involve local partners. One example of this is the 
LEADER programme. It is not yet clear how this funding could still be made available 
to the sector to participate in along with their other community partners. As these 
partners are all within the UK, none would belong to an EU member state.  

Funding Programmes requiring EU partners 

Collaborative programmes which require EU partners potentially have more scope 
for continued participation. The lead applicant would understandably still need to 
belong to an EU member state, but it is possible for non-EU members to be part of 
the partnership.  

European Capitals of Culture Programme 

Museums in cities which have been designated Capitals of Culture have seen a 
number of benefits, from increased investement to a rise in visitor numbers.  

Although there are examples of cities which do not belong to EU member states 
becoming Capitals of Culture, it is not clear if this will be a possibility for cities from 
states which are former EU members. The programme guidance currently says the 
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following “Every third year there is an ECOC from a candidate country/potential 
candidate to EU membership.”1 

Museums Galleries Scotland encourages the museum sector in Scotland to think 
broadly and creatively in relation to potential sources of funding. In relation to this we 
recently commissioned EU funding guidance which can be found on our website.2 
We will continue to encourage museums to look for relevant opportunities in Europe. 

Free movement of people 

Cultural exchange and the capability of free movement for people across the EU has 
made a great contribution to the museum sector in Scotland. It has enabled activities 
from touring art exhibitions to collections research projects involving European 
partners to be undertaken with greater ease. It is not yet clear how these aspects of 
museum work will be affected by the UK leaving the EU.  

The museums and galleries sector also benefits from tourism visits due to the good 
reputation Scotland’s heritage offer has in other European countries. It is not yet 
clear how the practicalities of travel from EU member states to Scotland will be 
affected by the UK leaving the EU. Nor is it clear what (if any) impact these changes 
would have on people from EU member states deciding whether or not to visit 
Scotland for business or pleasure. 

                                            
1
 https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-

candidates-guide_en.pdf  

2
 http://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/research-and-

resources/resources/publications/publication/703/eu-funding-guidance  
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