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European and External Relations Committee 

The EU referendum and its implications for Scotland 

Written submission from David Hogg 

I am a retired North Sea helicopter pilot, now aged 68yrs. 

I will split my observations into 3 groups. Firstly the effect of Brexit on me personally, 
secondly on my present business activities and thirdly general observations on areas 
in which I have some knowledge. 

Personal effect 

I greatly value my EU citizenship and the privileges, rights and obligations which it 
brings. I have a sense of bereavement and anger following a decision forced upon 
me by the tyranny of the English majority. 

I own property in Spain and my status there is clearly now in doubt. My stepfamily 
live and work in Spain running a business in which I am a director and investor. My 
stepson is a British citizen, but was born in the Netherlands. His wife is an Australian 
citizen and his two children have acquired this nationality and passport. Thanks to 
the European Family Card they are able to remain in Spain as the family of an EU 
citizen. In the event of the likely exit of the UK from the EU it is unknown whether or 
not he will be able to remain in Spain with his family. As I understand it, if he was 
unable to remain and work in Spain it is unlikely that the family would be granted the 
right to enter and remain in the UK. The children have been refused British 
passports. Therefore they would have to move to Australia, where he might be 
granted the right to remain and work, otherwise the family might be broken up. 

I believe that an independent Scotland in the EU would adopt a more liberal 
approach, therefore from my perspective Scotland remaining in the EU and having 
control over its own immigration and nationality policy would  be the best solution. 
With a Scottish/EU passport my stepson and family could remain in Spain and 
continue as before. 

Business interests 

I, with my stepson, run a sail charter, sail training and surveying business on the 
Island of Mallorca. Since our inauguration in 2012 we have invested some £100,000 
in acquiring our vessel, bringing it to the required standard, training and personal 
development, marketing and compliance. This year is the first in which we have 
started to see the fruits of the investment, both financial and personal. Brexit has 
caused a marked decline in bookings, but still the indications are positive. 

Loss of EU membership casts severe doubts on whether or not we can run a British 
flagged vessel, owned by an English registered company, in Spain. The solution 
would clearly be to move the registration of our company to Scotland, re flag the 
vessel as Scottish and acquire Scottish nationality for the crew. This is on the 
assumption that Scotland maintains a relationship with the EU which will permit us to 
trade on a similar basis to the one we do now.  
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Again, the answer to our problems would seem to be continued full membership of 
the EU or as an absolute minimum full access to the Single Market and Freedom of 
Movement. 

Other Observations 

Aviation has been one of the UK’s success industries over the last few decades. In 
no small part this is a direct result of EU membership. Particularly in the area of low 
cost scheduled services. 

Access to the EU “Freedom of the Skies” has been the key to this success. 
Effectively UK airlines have a 9th freedom in the EU. That is, they may operate from 
any state to any other state and internally within a state quite freely as business 
opportunities present themselves. 

On leaving the EU airlines will have to, through government, negotiate bi-lateral 
agreements with each of the 27. This will cover UK out and back flights but not flights 
within another state or between other states. Reciprocal rights are normally part of 
such agreements and may be limited by lack of interest in running such flights. 

Scotland, remaining in the EU, is in an excellent position to attract these airlines to 
base in Scotland. Underused aviation infrastructure already exists. Prestwick has a 
full range of unused facilities and a railway service which can be connected to all of 
Scotland and England. There is now also available the former RAF facility at 
Leuchars, also well connected by railway. 

The geographic location of Scotland is such that it is ideally placed for transatlantic 
operations and well placed for the polar routes to the far east. 

I consider that there is a major business opportunity for Scotland in aviation, but 
again this will be dependent on remaining in the EU or as a minimum having full 
access to “Open Skies”. 

Involvement in Brexit negotiations 

History shows that Scotland has done relatively poorly when EU negotiations have 
been conducted exclusively by Westminster. For instance, DEFRA has negotiated 
deals which have been less beneficial to Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture for 
Scotland than might have been. 

It is my view that Scotland must be an active participant in these negotiations, not 
only at the top level but also in the detail of all branches of economic activity, social 
affairs and employment rights. 

I doubt that Westminster will be keen to facilitate this, it is inconceivable that having 
created this mess they would support Scotland in achieving better arrangements 
than are available to the rest of the UK. Unless those who wish to remain use 
Scotland as a blocking mechanism in order to slow progress towards leaving the EU. 

Westminster could follow the Chinese example by making Scotland a “Special 
Economic Zone” subject to completely different rules to the rest of the UK. As this 
might lead to Scotland becoming more prosperous whilst the remainder declines it is 



 
 

3 
 

unlikely. I have no idea as to whether or not such an arrangement would be possible 
or acceptable to the EU. 

My conclusion is that in order to secure continued access to the Single Market, 
Freedom of Movement of People and Capital, Scotland will have to be radical. There 
is one chance left to get this right.  
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