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European and External Relations Committee 

The EU referendum and its implications for Scotland 

Written submission from Rob Gibson 

I would submit that memberships of CRPM and the European Small Islands 
Federation are vital links in the wider world for local authorities and islands of 
Scotland. These EU initiatives give ammunition for local campaigns to 
improve the sustainability of many coastal parts of Scotland and also for 
Wales and Cornwall. 

I attach some links that highlight the activities of these groups. I believe that 
the Scottish Parliament should be very concerned at any loosening of links 
with similar and contrasting communities across Europe. 

I hope this will allow you to call witnesses to hear directly of their concerns 
post-Brexit. 

Notes1 and 2 

www.crpm.org 

Being located along Europe’s shoreline brings both advantages and specific 
difficulties, about 150 Regions have come together to form the Conference of 
Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR). 

They are from 28 countries and represent almost 200 million people. They 
work together to ensure that EU institutions and national governments take 
account of their common interests, and cooperate on practical projects in 
order to enhance their assets. 

24.6.16 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) has expressed its 
disappointment that the UK has voted to leave the EU, but has called for EU 
Members and Regions across Europe to remain united and to work together 
to build a better future. 

CPMR Secretary General, Eleni Marianou, said: 

“It is very disappointing that the people of the UK have taken the historic 
decision to leave the European Union. It is a decision that undermines 
European integration and unity, but we must respect the fact that they have 
exercised their democratic right.   

“Now the EU and all Regions across Europe must move forward together, in 
the interests of growth and prosperity, to find the answers to our common 
challenges.” 
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www.sustainableislands.eu/BlockImages/InLibraryData/GalleryData/D4.6%20Shinning%20Pr

ojects%20Factsheet.pdf 
2
www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/Documents/Projects/TargetedAnalyses/EUROISLANDS/I

NTERIM_REPORT_50510.pdf 
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