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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

31st Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 
 

Thursday 21 December 2017 
 
Present: 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Deputy Convener) Mary Fee 
Jamie Greene Christina McKelvie (Convener) 
Gail Ross David Torrance 
 
Apologies were received from Annie Wells. 
 
The meeting opened at 9.00 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 4 

in private. 
 
2. Gender Representation on Public Boards (Scotland) Bill: The Committee 

completed considered the Bill at Stage 2. 
 
The following amendments were agreed to (without division): 10, 2, 1, 11, 
3, 7, 8, and 9. 
  
The following amendments were agreed to (by division) — 
 
4 (For 4, Against 1, Abstentions 0) 
5 (For 5, Against 1, Abstentions 0) 
6 (For 5, Against 1, Abstentions 0) 
  
The following provisions were agreed to without amendment: sections 1, 
3, 6, 8, 9, schedule 2, sections 10, 12 and 13 and the long title. 
 
The following provisions were agreed to as amended: section 2, schedule 
1, sections 4, 5, 7 and 11.  
 

3. Draft Budget Scrutiny 2018-19: The Committee took evidence on the Scottish 
Government's Draft Budget 2018-19 from— 
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Angela Constance, Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security 
and Equalities, Lesley Irving, Head of Equality Policy, and Liz Hawkins, 
Head of Equality, Poverty and Social Justice Analysis, Scottish 
Government. 
 

4. Draft Budget Scrutiny 2018-19 (in private): The Committee considered the 
evidence received and agreed to write to all committee conveners in relation to 
scrutiny of the public sector equality duty as part of the work of committees.  

 
5. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 

and agreed to invite the Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and 
Equalities to provide oral evidence on the Scottish Government’s Response to 
the third Universal Periodic Review at its meeting on 18 January 2018. In 
preparation for its forthcoming Human Rights and the Scottish Parliament 
inquiry, the Committee agreed to seek Parliamentary approval for the cross 
party group to visit the EU and CoE institution in to Strasbourg in late April2018.  

 
Members also considered a paper on the appointment of a Committee Adviser 
to support the work of the Human Rights and the Scottish Parliament inquiry. 
The Committee agreed a preferred candidate for appointment, subject to the 
approval of the Parliamentary authorities.  

  
The Committee considered correspondence from the Convener of the 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee on its plan to hold 
an inquiry on sexual harassment and inappropriate conduct. The Committee 
agreed that while these issues come within its remit, its follow up work on its 
inquiry into bullying and harassment of children and young people in schools 
would be the main vehicle by which it would explore issues around sexual 
harassment and inappropriate conduct. The Committee agreed to respond to 
the SPPA Committee on these terms.  

  
The Committee noted the correspondence from the Minister for Parliamentary 
Business on the issue of prisoner voting and the Scottish Government’s 
consultation on electoral reform. The Committee agreed to write to the UK 
Ministry of Justice to seek information on the actions the UK Government is 
proposing to undertake in England on the subject of prisoner voting. 

  
The Committee also considered correspondence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities, Social Security and Equalities, seeking views on the Scottish 
Government’s Child Poverty Action Plan. The Committee agreed to consider 
this item again, in private, at a future meeting. 

  
The Committee reviewed the work it undertook on Gypsy Travellers for Human 
Rights Day 2017, and noted the announcement of the new Scottish 
Government Ministerial Working Group on Gypsy Travellers. The Committee 
agreed to write to the Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and 
Equalities, seeking further information on the Ministerial Working Group’s key 
priorities and timescales, as well as its plans to ensure the voices of the Gypsy 
Traveller community are directly included in its work.  
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The Committee also reviewed its rolling programme of evidence session on the 
impact of the UK’s withdrawal form the EU (Brexit). It was agreed to hold a 
session to consider the implications of Brexit on children’s rights.  

  
The Committee also agreed to hold an evidence session with the Equalities and 
Human Rights Commission in Scotland and the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission on plans for their 2018 work programme. The Committee also 
agreed to invite the Children’s and Young Peoples Commissioner for Scotland 
to be part of such a session and, to consider amongst other topics, issues 
around discrimination faced by young people leaving care.  
  
Members also reviewed the recent oral evidence session at the Finance and 
Constitution Committee on the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body’s (SPCB) 
2018/19 budget proposals. The Committee noted the lack of any substantive 
discussion on equalities and diversity in relation to the SPCB’s proposals for an 
increase in the staff compliment of the Parliament. The Committee agreed to 
write to the Finance and Constitution Committee on this issue and ensuring 
future evidence sessions on SPCB resources cover such issues. 

 
The meeting closed at 11.15 am. 
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