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Dear Graeme, 
 
 
I very much welcomed the opportunity to appear before the Committee on 20 December to 
discuss the terms of the draft Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform portfolio 
budget. But given the compressed timescale for consideration of the draft budget, I felt it 
would be helpful to the Committee to expand on some of the issues and points which were 
raised there. 
 
Our ambitious and world-leading climate change agenda, which is one of my highest 
priorities and I know is considered very important by the Committee, is a cross-Government 
agenda and your appreciation of the early publication of the Climate Change Budget 
summary document in advance of the session is welcome.  On both adaptation and 
mitigation we work closely across portfolios and the increase in funding across Government 
provides a firm foundation for further embedding this cross-portfolio working and co-
ordination.  
 
On climate change and on a number of my other responsibilities, much of the relevant 
funding is held by other parts of the Scottish Government.  A specific example of this which 
was raised by the Committee is the support for peatland restoration.  This is one of my policy 
responsibilities but the specific funding which has been identified for 2017-18 will come from 
the budget held by the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and Connectivity, Fergus Ewing 
as he holds the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) budget which previously 
was held by Mr Lochhead when he was Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and 
Environment.  In addition to £2m allocated in 2017-18 to peatland restoration within the 
SRDP, Mr Ewing and I have identified a further £8m from his portfolio for peatland 
restoration which will be allocated directly to Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) to continue the 
Peatland Action initiative which they have been leading and coordinating over the past 
couple of years.  
 
In your scrutiny of this year’s budget you have highlighted the work of key public bodies such 
as SNH and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and of Marine Scotland 
within the Scottish Government. I particularly welcome this as these organisations form a 
significant part of my portfolio; both in terms of activity and expenditure but also the 



  
 

outcomes which they support.  SEPA and SNH are both important contributors to our climate 
change mitigation and adaptation work and supporting sustainable economic growth and 
Scotland’s natural environment.  Similarly, Marine Scotland plays an important contribution in 
supporting these key areas.  The budget increase recognises this, providing funding for a 
number of one-off pressures whilst also providing on-going support to the management of 
our marine resources which remains a priority. 
 
In addition to environmental benefits, the increase in spending on Natural Assets and 
Flooding has benefits for the health and well-being for communities across Scotland.  For 
example, work around air quality and water environment will have a positive impact on some 
disadvantaged groups (e.g. disabled people, those with pre-existing health problems, older 
people, children and people on lower incomes) and those in deprived communities.  
 
Land Reform is also a priority for this government. The increased spend will be used to 
continue our support for community land ownership (through the Scottish Land Fund), to 
establish and run the Scottish Land Commission and to support work on establishing a 
register of controlling interests in land ownership.  
 
Where we have had to seek efficiencies, we have been strategic in our approach.  We have 
ensured that demand-led budgets are set so that they reflect anticipated demand.  We have 
worked with partners who might reasonably be asked to contribute to costs.   For example, 
next year Scottish Water will contribute to the exemption scheme and the costs of the 
Drinking Water Quality Regulator.  And where we have had to make reductions, we are 
asking those with the broadest shoulders to share the greatest burden so that I am able to 
protect the budgets of smaller public bodies such as the national parks and the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Edinburgh. 
 
In summary, I would wish to stress that our budget decisions have not been taken lightly; 
they are considered.  They focus on protecting and maximising the benefit of our 
environment; supporting climate change management and a wider preventative spend 
agenda. 
 
   Yours, 

                               
   
                                        Roseanna Cunningham 

 


