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13 January 2017 
 

Dear Roseanna, 
 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee Inquiry into 
Scottish Government draft Budget 2017/18 – EU issues 
 
I am writing following the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
(ECCLR) Committee evidence session with you on Tuesday 20 December on 
the Scottish Government Draft Budget 2017/18. 

The Committee will be reporting on the Draft Budget directly to the Finance 
and Constitution Committee. However in taking evidence from stakeholders, 
agencies and from yourself, issues of concern relating to the forthcoming UK 
exit from the EU were highlighted. 

It is clear to the Committee that a considerable amount of funding to support 
the environment and mitigate the impact of climate change in Scotland is 
directed via the EU, through the SRDP, structural funds, research funding and 
special programmes and projects. The Committee understands that the 
research and academic community is already being impacted by the UK 
decision to leave the EU. It is also clear that the potential loss of EU funding 
and the likely funding gap will pose significant challenges to Scotland and 
could impact on our aspirations for Scotland’s environment, including 
achieving our biodiversity and climate change targets. 

The Committee is keen to understand what work the Scottish Government is 
currently engaged in or planning to address this – specifically can you provide 
further detail on the systems and structures the Scottish Government has 
established, both  within your department and across government, to address 
this issue. Can you also provide details of any work you have undertaken or 
plan to undertake either directly or indirectly (the remit, scope, approach and 
timescale) by way of evaluation of the likely funding gap for environmental 
support and identification of alternative means of funding and how the 
Scottish Government is planning to address that.  
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The Committee is planning to take evidence on the impact of the UK exit from 
Europe from an expert panel and would welcome a response from you by 
Friday 10 February 2017. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 

Convener 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  


