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European and External Relations Committee 

The EU referendum and its implications for Scotland 

Written submission from the Scottish Salmon Producers’ Organisation 

Written Call for Evidence - Scotland’s relationship with the EU 

Scottish Farmed Salmon is Scotland’s number one food export and the EU is the 
single biggest export market for our product (value of UK fresh whole salmon exports 
to the EU was c. £150M in 2015). 

We should stress, however, that the biggest market for our products is the UK itself 
and we must maintain this as our strongest asset for the future. 

Implications of Brexit 

With regard to the UK decision to withdraw from the EU, the Scottish Farmed 
Salmon industry would wish to see the following 5 tests met in order to maintain a 
sustainable operating climate, thereby ensuring continued and future investment in 
the industry: 

1) Free access to EU markets (same status as now) 
2) Free movement of labour (certainly continuance of existing migrant labour) 
3) Free movement of capital 
4) A stable currency situation 
5) Stable constitutional arrangements (within the UK) 

Scotland’s Relationship with the EU 

The options for Scotland to retain EU membership are extremely limited, therefore 
our sector would wish to see energy and resources applied to seeking the best 
outcomes that maintain trading conditions that meet our 5 tests. There is evidence 
that rural policy discussions are taking place south of the border, including funding 
frameworks, and it is crucial that Scotland is engaged in these and seeking potential 
opportunities to influence policy.          

Alternatives to EU Membership 

These 5 tests need to be applied to the development of proposals for alternatives to 
EU membership. Our industry expects that a form of Free Trade Agreement will be 
struck between the UK and remaining EU members, as the best way to protect and 
enhance current and future business opportunities, both for exports and, crucially, 
imports of goods. 

Withdrawal Process   

We expect the negotiation and withdrawal process will take many years, with current 
thinking being that late 2019 would be the earliest likely exit date. Our sector will be 
keen to understand the legislative proposals and the timeframes for any necessary 
changes to legislation that affects us as we move toward an exit position, as well as 
changes to the future of EU funding streams that have implications for research 
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programmes, regional development programmes and structural investment funds. 
Whilst our members don’t benefit directly from these types of funds, it is recognised 
that many in our supply chain and throughout the rural areas that we operate in, do 
so to a great extent. 

EU citizens in Scotland 

Our industry employs many EU nationals throughout our supply chain and these 
citizens are highly valued by us and make a large contribution to the success of our 
businesses. As stated in our 5 tests, we would seek to maintain the free movement 
of labour and wish for certainty for the existing migrant workforce. 


