
Thursday 8 February 2018 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Constitution and External Affairs 

Ben Macpherson (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the First Minister plans to publish a new edition of the Scottish Ministerial Code. 

 (S5W-14470) 

Joe FitzPatrick: The 2018 edition of the Scottish Ministerial Code will be published today. The 
Code, which was last revised in August 2016, provides a code of conduct and guidance on procedures 
for members of the Scottish Government and Junior Scottish Ministers. A copy of the 2018 edition of 
the Code may be found on the Scottish Government’s website at: www.gov.scot/isbn/9781788515757. 
As well as some minor updates, the Code has been amended in line with the January 2018 edition of 
the UK Ministerial Code: in particular, there are explicit references to: inappropriate, bullying or 
harassing behaviour; the requirement on Ministers to report meetings to their Private Offices, including 
meetings held overseas; and the role of the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments. In 
addition, a new paragraph 4.25 reflects the provisions of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 

Economy 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it next plans to meet the leadership of Orkney Islands Council. 

 (S5O-1782) 

Kevin Stewart: Ministers and officials regularly meet representatives of all Scottish local authorities, 
including Orkney Islands Council, to discuss a wide range of issues as part of our commitment to 
working in partnership with local government to improve outcomes for the people of Scotland. 

 

Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what forms of financial assistance it offers to businesses under the 
Scottish Growth Scheme, and who determines the eligibility for, and terms of, this. 

 (S5W-14158) 

Derek Mackay: There are currently two distinct products available under the Scottish Growth 
Scheme: the Scottish European Growth Co-Investment Programme (SEGCP); and the new and 
additional funding for the SME Holding Fund. 

Under the SEGCP, Scottish Enterprise is providing a package of support to help individual companies 
(seeking £2 million to £10 million of equity investment) become investor ready and working with the 
European Investment Fund in introducing companies seeking this investment to relevant accredited 
VC Fund Managers. The ultimate decision on eligibility will be for the European Investment Fund. 

The funding for the SME Holding Fund is aimed at companies seeking up to  
£2 million of equity investment. It is delivered directly by Scottish Enterprise alongside individual 
private sector investors, mainly business angel syndicates. It is normally private sector investors who 
would source the individual investment deals, with Scottish Enterprise having the ultimate decision on 
eligibility.  

Under both, the public sector investments are made on the same commercial terms as the private 
sector investor and the public sector will share equally in the commercial returns generated. 

 

Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how much financial assistance it has provided in each year under the 
Scottish Growth Scheme. 

 (S5W-14159) 

http://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781788515757


Derek Mackay: The Scottish Growth Scheme became operational in 2017 with the introduction of 
the Scottish European Growth Co-investment Programme and the new and additional funding for the 
SME Holding Fund. 

In 2017 just over £23m had been dispersed to 25 companies. 

Up to end January 2018, £775,000 had been dispersed to 2 companies. 

Education, Communities and Justice 

Bob Doris (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what resilience plans are in place to help mitigate the effects of severe weather 
conditions 

 (S5O-1780) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government’s dedicated Resilience operation actively monitors all 
weather and flood alerts and can be activated at any time, any day of the year to support the national 
response to an emergency. 

The Scottish Government also works closely with Scotland’s network of Resilience Partnerships, 
which bring together emergency services, local authorities, health boards, power companies and other 
relevant partners, to ensure that there is a full understanding of any challenges happening on the 
ground across Scotland and that organisations can respond and co-ordinate appropriately at a local 
level when any kind of emergency occurs. 

Transport Scotland also has detailed plans and arrangements to ensure the transport network remains 
open so far as possible during severe weather, and recovers as quickly as possible when disruption is 
unavoidable. It has also recently brought in additional equipment, greater use of technology and more 
ways of getting information to more people on the move wherever they are. 

Energy companies also recognise that rural and remote areas can be cut off during severe weather 
and so routinely deploy their staff to these areas in advance of a storm to ensure they can respond 
quickly to any outages.  

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
responses to the consultation on the provisions of the proposed Education (Scotland) Bill, and its 
analysis of them. 

 (S5O-1781) 

John Swinney: Our Consultation on the Provisions of the Education (Scotland) Bill closed on 
Tuesday 30

th
 January with over 800 responses. They will be published by no later than 27

th
 February 

2018.  

The responses are currently being analysed and a report of that analysis will be published in April. 

 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its policy 
objective is for mid-market rents. 

 (S5O-1783) 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government is committed to the expansion of mid-market rent 
housing, where required, to ensure that those on low to moderate incomes have access to high quality 
homes at affordable rent levels. We will continue to work with local authorities to deliver such housing 
through innovative funding models that can attract significant levels of private investment, and support 
grant funded mid-market rent housing delivered through housing associations and their subsidiaries. 

 

Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made or plans of levels of loneliness and social 
isolation in rural areas. 

Holding answer issued: 7 February 2018 (S5W-14042) 



Jeane Freeman: We know that people living in rural areas can experience social isolation and 
loneliness for a number of reasons. We commissioned a prevalence study, which was undertaken by 
NHS Health Scotland at the outset of our work on social isolation and loneliness which told us that 
11% of adults in Scotland feel lonely often and 38% feel lonely sometimes. We cannot disaggregate 
this to provide a clearer indication of loneliness in rural areas. However, we are taking forward work to 
develop ways of measuring and monitoring loneliness and social isolation across Scotland, and our 
draft strategy to tackle social isolation and loneliness set out a performance framework which will be 
developed further. 

 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it stated in its press release, More social security rights, on 19 January 
2018 that "under the current system people who attend assessments aren't able to have someone with 
them during the assessment"; whether this requires correction, and whether it will do so. 

 (S5W-14050) 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government's consultation on Social Security in Scotland in 2016 
and the user research we have conducted with our experience panels has indicated that the ability to 
be accompanied is not being applied consistently by the Department for Work and Pensions. We 
understand that where an individual is accompanied, it is often the case that the person there to 
provide support is not allowed to participate. Support at an assessment can be vital to the individual's 
ability to communicate the impact of their condition. 

The Scottish Government has enshrined the right to accompaniment in the Social Security Bill, 
removing any doubt as to the role of the person providing support. This aligns with our commitment to 
deliver a social security system which is founded upon the principles of dignity and respect. 

 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on the role and work of justices of the peace. 

 (S5W-14073) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government values the important role that justices of the peace 
play in the administration of Justice. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
number of days is that the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner takes to deal with 
complaints. 

 (S5W-14077) 

Michael Matheson: This is a matter for the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner. An 
Annual Report is laid before the Scottish Parliament under section 43(5) of the Police Public Order 
and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006. The latest was laid in December 2017 (SG / 2017 / 216). It 
is also available on PIRC’s website https://pirc.scot/media/4441/pirc-commissioners-report-final.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the longest 
time is that the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner has taken, in days, to have dealt with 
a complaint. 

 (S5W-14078) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-14077 on  
8 February 2018. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found 
athttp://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it monitors 
the quality and standard of the work of the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner. 

https://pirc.scot/media/4441/pirc-commissioners-report-final.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 (S5W-14079) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government holds regular sponsorship meetings with the Police 
Investigations and Review Commissioner as set out in the Governance and Accountability Framework. 
The quality and standard of reports is a matter for the PIRC. In relation to criminal matters, PIRC 
undertakes investigations under the direction and supervision of the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service. 

An Annual Report is laid before the Scottish Parliament under section 43(5) of the Police Public Order 
and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006. The latest was laid in December 2017 (SG / 2017 / 216). It 
is also available on PIRC’s website https://pirc.scot/media/4441/pirc-commissioners-report-final.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how the performance of the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner compares to 
similar bodies in the rest of the UK. 

 (S5W-14080) 

Michael Matheson: The Independent Office for Police Conduct for England and Wales and the 
Office of Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland have different statutory responsibilities to the PIRC 
and the Scottish Government is not aware of any performance information produced on a directly 
comparable basis across these bodies. 

 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on introducing a national lending unit as  an option to assist 
home owners with the repair and maintenance of their property, which was discussed in the May 2008 
paper, Housing (Scotland) Act 2006: Part 2 - Scheme of Assistance: Lending Options for Local 
Authorities. 

 (S5W-14295) 

Kevin Stewart: The Scottish Government reviewed proposals for a national lending unit in 2011 in 
response to the economic downturn, the impact of this on credit and household income, and 
arrangements under the concordat with local authorities. Following consultation, the Scottish 
Government decided not to set up a national lending unit but agreed to work with COSLA to identify 
other options for local authorities to take forward the development of new initiatives for lending, taking 
account of local priorities for investment in housing. 

In January 2017, the Scottish Government launched an area-based pilot of an equity loan scheme to 
assist owners to carry out essential repairs and energy efficiency improvements, which could facilitate 
common repairs in tenements. The pilot scheme is testing the market for equity loans. If there is 
sufficient demand we will consider further options. This may include procurement of a nationwide 
scheme in the future as part of the development of Scotland’s Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP). 

Health and Social Care 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-13628 by Aileen Campbell on 18 January 2018, 
how many chronic pain patients were interviewed to provide the feedback to the ministerial steering 
group, and what its position is on whether this number represented an adequate sample of patients. 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2018 (S5W-13985) 

Aileen Campbell: The views passed onto NHS Information Services Division were taken directly 
from discussions at the Ministerial Steering Group for Chronic Pain on 4 October 2016, to help 
understand inconsistences in the data collection and definitions used by Boards. 

As part of moving the Chronic Pain Waiting Times Publication from developmental status to 
Experimental Official Statistics, ISD carried out a consultation with users and published a report in 
October 2017. ISD will be implementing changes over forthcoming publications and are also happy to 
receive feedback on publications at any point in time. 

 

https://pirc.scot/media/4441/pirc-commissioners-report-final.pdf


Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to its press release, More social security rights, on 19 January 2018, whether 
companions will be allowed under the new social security system in Scotland; what this will involve, 
and how this differs from the existing system. 

 (S5W-14052) 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has been clear that companions will be able to attend 
assessments under the new social security system in Scotland, and we will ensure that any person 
accompanying someone to their assessment will be able to contribute to it. 

We continue to hear from individuals that their ability to be accompanied at assessments is not being 
applied consistently by the Department of Work and Pensions. The new social security system in 
Scotland will differ in that the Scottish Government has enshrined the right to accompaniment in the 
Social Security (Scotland) Bill. This aligns with our commitment to build a system founded on the 
principles of fairness, dignity and respect and sends a clear message, leaving no room for ambiguity 
as to a person's rights. 

 

Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding how many people are being prescribed 
medication that could be addictive or difficult to come off. 

Holding answer issued: 7 February 2018 (S5W-14054) 

Shona Robison: The number of patients prescribed medication that could lead to dependence in 
the 3 month period between September and November in 2017 and 2016 is 512,153. Examples of 
medicines which fall into this category include:- 

antihistamines, hyposensitisation, and allergic emergencies; 

hypnotics and anxiolytics; 

drugs used in nausea and vertigo; 

analgesics; 

antiepileptic drugs; and 

drugs used in substance dependence. 

Using the same time period, the number of patients prescribed medication that could lead to 
withdrawal effects is 497,682. This category includes those medicines used to treat depression. 

The figures are presented separately as anti-depressants are not clinically considered to be addictive, 
but may cause withdrawal symptoms in some patients. 

The figures includes the number of patients in two separate time periods prescribed at least one item 
from a list of medicines considered to be potentially addictive or causing withdrawal symptoms, and 
could potentially include patients prescribed medicines from both categories. The analysis shows the 
most recently available three months data for community prescribing from the Prescribing Information 
Systems datamart (1 September – 30 November 2017) and the equivalent period from the previous 
year.  

This approach is intended to exclude those patients being prescribed medication to treat short-term 
conditions where the number of items prescribed is low and likely to represent a low risk of addiction 
and/or withdrawal symptoms, in line with best clinical practice.  

The figure also includes patients for whom long-term prescribing is entirely clinically appropriate, for 
example those being treated with anti-depressants and analgesics for long-term conditions such as 
chronic pain and palliative care. 

All medicines carry some element of risk. However, the Scottish Government expects clinicians to 
seek to limit the harm caused by medicines by reducing over-diagnosis and over-treatment, and to 
manage risk proportionately in active partnership with their patients. 

 



Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients in each NHS board are currently being treated in hospital in another 
NHS board area. 

 (S5W-14088) 

Shona Robison: The information on current patients is not held centrally. However, previous data 
on cross-boundary flows for 2016-17 was published in November 2017 and is available from the 
following link: 

https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2017-11-07/Cross-Boundary-
Flows-Inpatient-Day-Case-and-Outpatient-Nov-17.xlsx 

The majority of patients are treated in a hospital located in their own local NHS Board area. However, 
around 1 in 8 admissions (12%) are to hospitals within other NHS Board areas. The reasons for 
patients not being treated in their own NHS Board area will include the provision of specialist national 
and regional services, where an emergency may have occurred, or it may simply reflect the natural 
‘catchment’ area of a particular hospital, being the closest to the patient. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many employees from the EU are employed by each NHS board, also broken down 
by what percentage of staff this represents. 

 (S5W-14091) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government believes that EU citizens make a vital contribution to the 
delivery of NHS services in Scotland. Given the uncertainties presented by Brexit, we are working with 
all NHS Scotland Boards, and engaging with the professional regulatory bodies, to support on-going 
impact assessment and workforce planning activity, in line with Boards’ service provision 
responsibilities. 

We know from Annual Population Survey Estimates (2016) indicate that approximately 3.5% of the 
health and social care workforce in Scotland (c.13,000 individuals) are EU/EEA nationals. 
Nevertheless, the proportion of the workforce who are of EU/EEA origin will vary considerably from 
profession to profession, as data from the professional regulatory bodies, including the General 
Medical Council and the Nursing and Midwifery Council demonstrates. 

The Scottish Government has clearly set out the importance of continuing membership of the Single 
Market, which would be the best outcome for both our NHS and wider public service delivery in 
Scotland. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it has spent on smoking cessation campaigns in each year since 1999. 

 (S5W-14095) 

Aileen Campbell: Information on how much the Scottish Government has spent on cessation and 
related campaigns in each year from 1999 is as follows: 

Year Cessation and related spend 

1999-2000 N-A 

2000-2001 N-A 

2001-2002 N-A 

2002-2003 N-A 

2003-2004 N-A 

2004-2005  - 

2005-2006 £ 1,255,442.36 

2006-2007 £ 76,188.31 

2007-2008  - 

2008-2009  £ 16,000 

2009-2010  - 

2010-2011  £ 395,760.56 

https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2017-11-07/Cross-Boundary-Flows-Inpatient-Day-Case-and-Outpatient-Nov-17.xlsx
https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Publications/2017-11-07/Cross-Boundary-Flows-Inpatient-Day-Case-and-Outpatient-Nov-17.xlsx


Year Cessation and related spend 

2011-2012  £ 509,603.53 

2012-2013  £ 412,242.16 

2013-2014  £ 336,520 

2014-2015  £ 489,494.00 

2015-2016  £ 588,230 

2016-2017  £ 133,977.02 

* N-A means information is not held. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many accessible toilets with hoists and adult changing beds each NHS board has. 

 (S5W-14096) 

Maureen Watt: There are currently 157 Changing Places Toilets (CPTs) across Scotland. Unlike 
other regions of the UK, the number of CPTs in Scotland has been increasing. The location of each 
CPT in Scotland can be found at http://pamis.org.uk/campaigns/changing-places-toilets/. 

The Scottish Government is fully committed to the continuing provision of CPTs through our A Fair 
Scotland for Disabled People action plan ambition, ‘places that are accessible to everyone’. We work 
closely with PAMIS, the only organisation in Scotland which works with people with profound and 
multiple learning disabilities and their families for a better life. PAMIS continues to progress the CPT 
campaign, and has engaged with a range of stakeholders, particularly in areas where there are limited 
or no CPTs.  

The following table details the number of Changing Places Toilets in NHS Boards premises: 

NHS BOARD Number of Changing Places Toilets 

Ayrshire and Arran 2 

Borders 0 

Dumfries and Galloway 1 

Fife 3 

Forth valley 1 

Grampian 4 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde 4 

Highland 0 

Lanarkshire 0 

Lothian 0 

Orkney 0 

Shetland 0 

Tayside 2 

Western Isles 0 

TOTAL 17 

 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how much funding it plans to allocate to the Scottish Young Carers Festival 
for 2018-19. 

 (S5W-14203) 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government expects to make funding decisions around the Young 
Carers Festival shortly. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to work with (a) patient groups and (b) the health sector to establish 
which managed access schemes and conditional acceptance options will be of greatest benefit. 

 (S5W-14278) 

http://pamis.org.uk/campaigns/changing-places-toilets/


Shona Robison: Since publication of the Montgomery Review of Access to New Medicines, we 
have been working closely with relevant partners, stakeholders, patient representatives, the third 
sector and the pharmaceutical industry to consider the most appropriate and effective way to take 
forward the recommendations. 

I wrote to the Health and Sport Committee on 16 November to provide an update on the Scottish 
Government’s progress on implementing the recommendations of the Montgomery Review. I will 
provide a further update to the Committee in the Spring. 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the letter to the Health and Sport Committee by Shona Robison on 16 
November 2017, what progress has been made with the development of a new pathway for ultra-
orphan medicines; what consultation on this it has carried out or plans, and when the pathway will be 
in place. 

 (S5W-14279) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-14278 on  
8 February 2018. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will publish the findings of its comparative review of the health technology 
assessment processes of other countries, including those for orphan and ultra-orphan medicines. 

 (S5W-14280) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-14278 on  
8 February 2018. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s 
website, the search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that the NHS gets best value for new medicines. 

 (S5W-14317) 

Shona Robison: In Scotland we have a clear and consistent route for licensed medicines to be 
appraised through the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC). The SMC do this based on clinical and 
cost-effectiveness at a national population level for all Scotland. 

Organisational Development and Operations 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it 
has to use the DWP Central Payment System for payment of social security assistance. 

 (S5W-14074) 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government’s priority is to ensure the safe and secure transition of 
the 11 benefits being devolved for the 1.4million people who rely on them. To support this and to 
ensure continuity of payment for citizens currently in receipt of assistance administered by DWP, we 
will use the DWP Central Payments System to make some payments of social security assistance 
alongside our own corporate finance and accounting system, while claims will be managed through 
the Scottish Government’s own IT system. This will allow us to deliver a reliable service and the 
flexibility to transfer to the Scottish Government payment system in the future. The decision to adopt 
this approach was made following detailed options analysis and joint feasibility study in partnership 
with DWP. Implementation of the use of the Central Payment System is supported by robust joint 
planning work and data share and service level agreements between Scottish Government and DWP 
as part of the social security programme. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


The following questions received a holding answer: 

S5W-14084 
S5W-14097 
 


