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WELFARE REFORM COMMITTEE

 
AGENDA

 
7th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4)

 
Tuesday 26 March 2013

 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1.
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether to

take item 4 in private.
 
2. Subordinate legislation: The  Committee  will  take  evidence  on  the  Welfare

Reform  (Consequential  Amendments)  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Regulations  2013
[draft]  and  the  Education  (Free  School  Lunches)  (Scotland)  Amendment
Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/64) from—

 
Cllr Jimmy Black, Depute Convener, Development Management
Committee, Dundee City Council;
 
Cllr Dave Fallows, Chair of Finance, Housing and Resources, Highland
Council;
 
Cllr Jim McCabe, Leader, North Lanarkshire Council;
 
Cllr Stuart Bell, Executive Member for Economic Development, Scottish
Borders Council.
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The  Committee  will  consider  the  following  negative
instruments—

 
The Council Tax (Information-sharing in relation to Council Tax Reduction)
(Scotland) Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/87).
 

4. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme.
 
5. Subordinate legislation (in private): The Committee will consider evidence

taken earlier in the meeting on the Welfare Reform (Consequential
Amendments) (Scotland) (No. 2) [draft] and the Education (Free School
Lunches) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/64).
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6. Subordinate legislation (in private): The Committee will consider its draft

report on the Welfare Reform (Consequential Amendments) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/65).

 
 

Simon Watkins
Clerk to the Welfare Reform Committee

Room T1.01
The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 348 5228

Email: simon.watkins@scottish.parliament.uk
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The papers for this meeting are as follows—
 
Agenda item 3  

Note by the Clerk WR/S4/13/7/1

Agenda item 4  

PRIVATE PAPER WR/S4/13/7/2 (P)

Agenda item 6  

PRIVATE PAPER WR/S4/13/7/3 (P)
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Welfare Reform Committee 

7th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Tuesday, 26 March 2013 

Council Tax (Information-sharing in relation to Council Tax Reduction) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/87)  

Background 

1. The Scottish Government laid the Council Tax (Information-sharing in relation 
to Council Tax Reduction) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (SSI 2013/87) before the 
Parliament on 15 February. A copy of the Regulations is enclosed, and the 
accompanying Policy Note is attached as the annexe to this note. 

2. The Regulations set out the basis on which information may be shared by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) for Council Tax Reduction purposes in 
Scotland. 

3. Information can be supplied by HMRC to a Scottish local authority, a person 
authorised to exercise any function of a local authority relating to council tax and a 
person providing services to a local authority relating to council tax. 

4. The purposes for which information can be shared by HMRC are— 

 determining a Council Tax Reduction application 

 reviews and/or appeals against a Council Tax Reduction determination 

 prevention or detection of fraud or error related to Council Tax Reduction 
applications 

 action as a result of fraudulent applications. 

5. The Regulations also provide that information supplied for one of the purposes 
listed can also be used for any other purpose on the list. 

Subordinate Legislation Committee consideration 

6. The Subordinate Legislation Committee considered the Regulations at its 
meeting on 12 March 2013 and did not raise any points on the instrument. 

Recommendation 

7. The Committee is invited to consider and note the Regulations. 

 

Clerk to the Committee 
March 2013

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/87/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2013/87/contents/made
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POLICY NOTE 

THE COUNCIL TAX (INFORMATION-SHARING IN RELATION TO COUNCIL TAX 

REDUCTION) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 

SSI 2013/87 

1. The above instrument is made in exercise of the powers conferred by 
paragraph 15C of Schedule 2 to the Local Government Finance Act 1992. It is 
subject to the negative procedure.  The instrument is made with the consent of the 
Commissioners for Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs. 
 
Policy Objective 
 
2. The Scottish Government has introduced measures to reduce the Council Tax 
liability of persons who have a low income following the UK Government’s abolition 
of Council Tax Benefit from April 2013. The Council Tax Reduction (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 and the Council Tax Reduction (State Pension Credit) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2012 (jointly referred to as “the principal Regulations”), which came into 
force on 28 January 2013, ensure that persons in receipt of Council Tax Benefit will 
not be disadvantaged by its abolition and will receive an equivalent reduction in 
liability for Council Tax (provided their circumstances remain the same) to the 
support they would have received by way of Council Tax Benefit.  
 
3. As part of a Local Authority’s consideration of an application, verification of 
information may be required from a number of sources.  Depending on the nature of 
the application, information may be needed from Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC). In practical terms, this relates to tax credits and, once Universal 
Credit is implemented, income information.  
 
4. An amendment was made to the Local Government Finance Act 1992 by the 
Local Government Finance Act 2012 to establish the legal gateway for data sharing, 
with the purposes for which information could be shared to be prescribed in 
Regulations made by the Scottish Ministers. 
 
5. These Regulations set out the purposes relating to Council Tax for which 
HMRC may share data with Scottish Local Authorities, persons authorised to 
exercise Council Tax functions of such authorities, and persons providing such 
authorities with services relating to Council Tax. Namely, these are: (i) Determining a 
Council Tax Reduction (CTR) application; (ii) Reviews and/or appeals against a CTR 
determination; (iii) Prevention or detection of fraud or error related to CTR 
applications; and (iv) Action as a result of fraudulent applications. 
 
6. The Regulations set out the same purposes as those for which HMRC data 
may be used once supplied; in other words, information supplied for one purpose 
can be used for another. The Local Government Finance Act 2012 specifies that 
Regulations can only be made with the consent of the Commissioners for HMRC.  
This provides assurance that HMRC are aware of, and content with, the purposes 
that their data may be used for. 
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Financial Effects  

7. As Local Authorities presently receive data from HMRC for Council Tax 
Benefit purposes and will continue to do for Housing Benefit purposes, ICT systems 
already exist to support the exchange of data. These allow Local Authorities’ 
administrative costs and claimant compliance costs to be minimised.  Not replicating 
these arrangements for CTR would therefore impose new costs on both Local 
Authorities and applicants.  
 
Impact Assessments 

8. An Equalities Impact Assessment (EQIA) was undertaken in development of 
the principal Regulations, and equalities impacts will be reviewed and evaluated 
during the implementation of the Council Tax Reduction scheme from April onwards. 
These Regulations do not alter the policy intention of the principal Regulations, 
therefore a further EQIA has not been produced. As there is no impact on business 
or the third sector, and no impact on the environment or on environmental issues, no 
Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment or Strategic Environmental 
Assessment is required.  
 

Local Government and Communities 

Scottish Government 

February 2013 
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