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WELFARE REFORM COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

2nd Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 22 January 2013 
 
Present: 
 
Annabelle Ewing Linda Fabiani 
Iain Gray Jamie Hepburn (Deputy Convener) 
Alex Johnstone Michael McMahon (Convener) 
Kevin Stewart 
 
 
The meeting opened at 10.04 am. 
 
1. Advice agencies: The Committee took evidence from— 
 

John Dickie, Head, Child Poverty Action Group in Scotland; 
 
Jane Smith, Member of Board of Directors, Rights Advice Scotland; 
 
Muriel Mowat, Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance; 
 
Margaret Lynch, Citizens Advice Scotland; 
 
Sarah Flavell, Gordon Rural Action. 
 

The Committee agreed to request from Citizens Advice Scotland a list of 
questions for the Department for Work and Pensions. 
 

2. Work Capability Assessment and Personal Independence Payment 
Assessment: The Committee took evidence from— 

 
Georgina Brown, BMA Scotland; 
 
Mark Kennedy, and Kenny Small, Salus; 
 
Angiolina Foster, Director of Health and Social Care Integration, and John 
Nugent, Scottish Government. 
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The Committee agreed to seek further information from Atos in relation to the 
proportion of requests for information from GPs, in advance of decisions about 
whether to call applicants in for a work capability assessment, that are received 
after the deadline. 
 

The meeting closed at 1.11 pm. 
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