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I read the article in the Evening Times regarding the “BEDROOM TAX” and I 
believed then, and still do, that this “TAX” is in breach of everyone’s human rights 
and it should have been dumped. 

I had a two bedroom flat rented from Queen’s cross HA and letters were delivered 
from the housing office with advice on the bedroom tax, cost and payment methods, 
the letters informed that the cost of this “TAX” would cost £43.64 per month and this 
went up to £47.64 per month and this amount will rise with each rent increase.   

I contacted the ha myself to make them aware of my request to be moved to a 
smaller property and that I wished to stay in the same area. The HA submitted a 
completed transfer application for a move and also an application for DHP. I was 
advised by the ha that they did not know when I would be likely to secure a transfer 
since there were no smaller properties available in the area I wished.  

The suggestion was made that I could take in a lodger but I informed the ha that this 
was not something I would ever consider and I would never take a stranger into my 
home. If I were to take in a lodger, the housing benefit would have been reduced 
even further because I had someone living with me and this would have affected my 
ESA also, created a further struggle since After paying direct debits, there is not 
much left of the ESA.  

Since there were no smaller properties available I believed that I should not have to 
pay this tax since I was willing to move but was unable to do so.   The struggle with 
this matter will become much worse when the Universal credit is introduced and the 
payments for rent and the benefits are to be paid into one bank account and left to 
the claimant to pay the rent. 

I believe that I was forced out of my home and prevented from having a family life 
since I shall not be able to have family members stay overnight or at weekends etc. 
In order for me to find a smaller property to rent and since there were no smaller 
properties in Glasgow, I believed that I would be forced to look further afield for a 
suitable property and I believed that I would have to apply for a private let which 
would have created even more of a problem. 

The “BEDROOM TAX” is unjust and it has separated me from my family since I 
believed that I would have to move to where I could get a smaller property to rent. 

In July, I viewed a smaller property, still in the area I wished and I was given 
OVERNIGHT to make a decision to either accept or decline the offer. Since I was 
advised that if I declined the offer it was unlikely that I would be granted the DHP a 
second time.  Having been advised of this, I believe that I did not have the choice 
and I feel that I was forced to accept this property.  In accepting this property, it 
created a struggle since I was not in a good financial situation to pay for a move 
within the 28 days given. Had it not been for my family I would not have been able to 
move. 



Since moving into the property, I have become isolated since at my previous 
property I spoke to and met neighbours and others every day and since moving to 
this new address, I never speak or meet anyone.  I am not happy in the new flat 
since it is a deck access property and there are people passing my  door at all hours 
and I can't get used to this. The property is so small it could fit inside my previous 
flat. I am not happy with this property as it is not as enclosed as my previous flat, 
which although it was 12 floors up, I would not have moved but for the bedroom tax.  
I do not believe that I shall be able to settle here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


