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Dear Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, 
 
Discretionary Housing Payments  
 
I understand that Nicola Sturgeon, Deputy First Minister wrote to Lord Freud at the 
end of January asking for the cap on the amount of Discretionary Housing Payment 
to be removed to allow the Scottish Government to add a further £15 million to 
Discretionary Housing Payments for 2014-5. At its meeting on the 18 March the 
Committee took evidence from Margaret Burgess, Minister for Housing and Welfare. 
The Minister informed the Committee that two further letters on the matter, including 
a request for an urgent phone call, had been sent directly to you. However, no 
response has been received to date. I also understand that the issue was raised by 
John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth 
in his letter to The Rt Hon George Osborne MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
advance of the Chancellor’s budget statement.  
 
We believe it is vital that this issue is resolved before the 1 April 2014, so that 
appropriate measures can be put in place from the start of the next financial year to 
mitigate the impact of the ‘bedroom tax’. 
 
We therefore invite you to respond to the Scottish Government at the earliest 
opportunity. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael McMahon MSP 
Convener 
Welfare Reform Committee 
 
 
  


