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2 March 2016 
 
 
Dear Nigel 
 
Land Reform (Scotland) Bill 
 
Thank you for your letter of 25 February. I note your Committee’s comments about the 
Government’s intention to bring forward amendments at Stage 3 of the Land Reform 
(Scotland) Bill to provide for information about persons with a controlling interest in land 
owners to be included on a public register. 
 
During Stage 1 of the Bill it was clear that Parliament and stakeholders were not satisfied 
with the provisions in Part 3 of the Bill as introduced, which aimed at increasing the 
transparency of land ownership in Scotland.  This was reflected in the Rural Affairs, Climate 
Change and Environment Committee’s Stage 1 report that recommended Part 3 of the Bill 
be strengthened. 
 
Consequently, I have committed the Government to bringing forward amendments at Stage 
3 to replace the current section 35A with a regulation-making power that will provide for the 
public registration of information about persons with a controlling interest in land owners. 
 
I have given your Committee’s comments very serious consideration and intend to set out 
our thinking in more detail very soon, along with the amendments which I propose to the Bill. 
 
I do not consider it is possible to develop final and complete proposals in the time that is 
available for the Bill’s remaining Parliamentary stage.  There are a number of practical and 
legal matters that need to be considered further which would benefit from being the subject 
of further public consultation. 
 
Your Committee’s comments at Stage 1 on the regulation-making power that was originally 
contained in section 35(1) of the Bill were a key factor that led me to propose that the 
regulation-making power to be inserted into the Bill by amendment at Stage 3 should be 
subject to a form of enhanced Parliamentary procedure. 
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Thank you for your very helpful suggestions as to what such a form of enhanced procedure 
should contain and the reference to the procedure used for remedial orders under the 
Convention Rights (Compliance) (Scotland) Act 2001.  I have drawn these suggestions to 
the attention of my officials and these will be considered as we develop our amendments. 
 
I intend to write to you and the RACCE Committee further about the regulation-making 
powers very shortly. 
 
I am copying this letter to Rob Gibson MSP, Convener of the Rural Affairs and Climate 
Change Committee. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
AILEEN MCLEOD 


