
Call for views 

Inquiry into post-legislative scrutiny  

 

The Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee has agreed to 
conduct an inquiry into post-legislative scrutiny. 

The remit for the inquiry is— 

“To consider possible approaches to carrying out post-legislative scrutiny in 
the Scottish Parliament, and consider what changes are required to Standing 
Orders and the Parliament’s procedures. 

The Committee is interested in receiving views as part of this inquiry.  

Details of how to submit your views can be found below. The deadline for respones 
is Friday 25 January 2013.  

Background 

The Committee heard evidence on post-legislative scrutiny from a number of 
witnesses during its inquiry into parliamentary reform, and received several written 
submissions on this subject.  

Some reasonably clear views emerged from this evidence— 

 The concept of post-legislative scrutiny was widely supported, as improving 
the scrutiny function of the Parliament and the legislative process. 

 There was a general acceptance that this is an area in which the Scottish 
Parliament could perform better. 

 A number of witnesses considered that the Parliament’s committees have a 
key role to play in taking forward post-legislative scrutiny. 

The Committee is taking these views as the starting point for the current inquiry. 

Rather than concentrating on whether there is a need for more post legislative 
scrutiny (which appears to be generally accepted), the Committee is interested in 
focussing on practical ways in which the Parliament could carry out improved post-
legislative scrutiny. 

Key questions 

The Committee is particularly interested in the following questions— 

 What is the most appropriate format for post-legislative scrutiny in the Scottish 
Parliament and, in particular, its committees? 

 What are some of the barriers to undertaking post-legislative scrutiny and how 
can they be overcome? 

 Are there examples of good practice in carrying out post-legislative scrutiny 
inside and outside the Parliament which could be shared? 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/41788.aspx


 What information and support is required by MSPs in order to carry out 
effective post-legislative scrutiny? 

 What type of legislation should be the subject of post-legislative scrutiny?  

 When should post-legislative scrutiny be carried out following the passage of 
legislation? 

 Are changes needed to Standing Orders or other parliamentary procedures to 
facilitate improved post-legislative scrutiny? 

You are invited to respond to as many or as few of these questions as you wish. 

Next steps 

The call for written views will help the Committee gather information and opinions 
about post-legislative scrutiny.  

This will inform a decision by the Committee on whether to take oral evidence as part 
of the inquiry and, if so, from which individuals / organisations. 

How to submit your views 

The call for written views will close on Friday 25 January 2013.  

Before making a submission, please read our policy on treatment of written evidence 
by subject and mandatory committees. 

Owing to the timescale required to process and analyse evidence, late submissions 
will only be accepted with the advance agreement of the Committee Convener. 
Responses should be no more than four sides of A4 in length. 

We welcome written views in English, Gaelic, Scots or any other language. 

Responses should be sent, where possible, electronically in Word format to the 
following address: 

sppa.committee@scottish.parliament.uk 

You may also make hard copy written submissions to: 

Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
TG.01 
Scottish Parliament 
EH99 1SP 
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