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SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE 
 
DEVOLUTION TO SCOTLAND OF THE POWER TO REGULATE AIRGUNS 
 
The Scottish Countryside Alliance (SCA) recognises that there is a desire to have 
powers over legislation relating to airguns devolved to the Scottish Parliament. 
 
If powers over legislation relating to airguns are devolved to the Scottish Parliament the 
SCA would argue against the introduction of new legislation which could unnecessarily 
penalise legitimate airgun users. 
 
Statistics show that injuries by misuse of airguns in Scotland have fallen dramatically. 
 

Air Weapon Injuries in Scotland 
Year                 Total Injuries 
1998-99 217 
1999-00 233 
2000-01 268 
2001-02 162 
2002-03 149 
2003-04 100 
2004-05 96 
2005-06 121 
2006-07 145 
2007-08 94 
2008-09               66 

 
The welcome decrease in airgun misuse has been occasioned, in part at least, by the 
vigorous enforcement of existing legislation. 
 
The principal current offences that may be committed in relation to airguns are: 
 
 A person commits an offence if, without lawful authority or reasonable excuse (the 

proof whereof lies on him) he has with him in a public place a loaded or unloaded air 
weapon (S19, Firearms Act 1968). 

 
 A person commits an offence if, while he has a firearm (including an air weapon) 

with him, he enters or is in any building or part of a building as a trespasser (S20, 
Firearms Act 1968). 

 
 A person commits an offence if, while he has a firearm (including an air weapon) 

with him, he enters or is on any land as a trespasser (including land covered by 
water) (S20, Firearms Act 1968). 

 
 Where deliberate damage is caused to property or injury is caused to domestic pets 

or to human beings, offences are already committed. 
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 Under the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 it is not an offence for a person of or over 

the age of 14 to have with him an air weapon or ammunition on private premises with 
the consent of the occupier.  It is an offence for him to use it for firing any missile 
beyond those premises. (Section 22 Firearms Act 1968, as amended by section 38 
of the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003). 

 
 The Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 requires an individual who is between 14 and 17 

who is carrying an air weapon over public land to be accompanied by an adult over 
the age of 21. 

 
 The Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 raised the age from 17 to 18 at which a 

person may purchase or hire an airgun or ammunition for an air weapon.   
 
 The Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 raised the minimum age from 17 to 18 at 

which a person may have with him an air weapon or ammunition unless he is 
supervised by a person aged 21 or over. 

 
 The Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 raised the minimum age from 17 to 18 at 

which a person may borrow an air weapon or receive one as a gift. 
 
 The exceptions within the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 remain, namely that a 

young person aged 14-17 may have an air weapon with him on private premises with 
the consent of the occupier.   

 
 Crime and Security Act 2010 created a new offence of failing to take reasonable 

precautions to prevent an airgun coming into the hands of a person under 18. 
 
If powers over legislation relating to airguns are devolved to the Scottish Parliament the 
SCA would argue that further restrictions on the legal possession and use of airguns for 
legitimate sporting, pest control and target shooting purposes are not required. Instead, 
increased enforcement of current laws (as outlined above) should help to further reduce 
the, already low, level of injuries caused by criminal misuse of airguns. 
 
Estimates suggest that there are around 700,000 legitimate airgun users in Scotland. If 
devolution of powers over airguns leads to a licensing regime for these guns and their 
users there could be huge associated costs for police firearms licensing departments, at 
a time when budgets are already stretched. 
 
On an economic note, shooting sports bring in £240m per annum (PACEC 2006) to the 
Scottish economy. This significant economic boost comes from the spending of 
shooters from both within Scotland and from England, Wales and further afield. The 
SCA believes that it is inherent on the Scottish Government to work to protect and boost 
this income. If restrictions were introduced regarding legitimate use of airguns in 
Scotland, this could lead to less money being spent by in Scotland by sporting shooters. 
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Some facts on airguns and their use in Scotland are listed below: 
 
 Air guns which deliver a muzzle energy of up to 12 foot pounds, and air pistols which 

deliver a muzzle energy of up to 6 foot pounds (‘low powered airguns’) are not 
subject to certification. Their use is, however, strictly regulated and they must be 
stored so that they are not accessible to those under 18. High powered air rifles 
capable of muzzle energies in excess of 12 foot pounds are subject to Section 1 of 
the Firearms Act 1968 by virtue of the Dangerous Air Weapons Rules, and require a 
Firearm Certificate.  

 
 Airguns offer an entry into the sport of shooting. Almost everybody who shoots 

started doing so with airguns. They are the means whereby shooters can learn the 
basic principles of gun safety and marksmanship which are central to shooting 
sports.  

 
 Airguns are used by many youth organisations such as the Scouts in order to teach 

responsibility to young people. Airguns are widely used for the control of pests and 
small vermin in the countryside. Some airgun shooters go on to enjoy more 
advanced competition shooting with airguns, including elite shooting at Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games level. 

 
 In Scotland there are about 700,000 airgun owners and at least 1,300,000 air guns. 

They fire some 150 to 200 million shots per year.  
 
In summary: 
 
In summary, the SCA would like to highlight to the Scotland Bill Committee that we 
believe that there is no requirement for further legislation regarding the use and 
possession of airguns in Scotland. The SCA would instead call for better enforcement of 
existing laws in order to further reduce the small annual number of injuries incurred 
through misuse of airguns.  
 
Scottish Countryside Alliance 
9 September 2011 


