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Scottish Rural Development Plan 
RSPB Scotland welcomes the £15m allocated to peatland restoration over the next 2 
years. Peatland restoration is urgently needed to benefit Scotland’s wildlife, ecosystems, 
water resources and GHG emissions balance. The budget indicates that this money will 
be allocated to the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP) budget, however, we 
recommend that the Committee seeks clarity on how the £15m will be spent over 
the next 2 years. This is particularly relevant now because the SRDP has entered a 
transition period between Programmes and is effectively closed to new agreements in 
2014. This transition situation is likely to remain in place into 2015 before a new SRDP is 
launched.  
 
RSPB Scotland notes that the budget shows an increase in the agri-environment budget 
due to the inclusion of peatland restoration. Even with the new peatlands funding stripped 
out, we welcome a maintained budget allocation during the transition period. However, we 
are disappointed that the 2015/16 budget plans do not propose an increase in budget to 
kick-start a new SRDP. In contrast we note that ‘Business Development’ (Table 7.03) 
receives a significant funding boost and nearly doubles within 2 years. We recommend 
that the committee asks for justification of the budget increase for Business 
Development.  
 
The recent IEEP report found that ‘The Scottish Rural Development Programme.....has 
not delivered its full potential with respect to the environment.’1 RSPB Scotland believes 
that the Agri-environment budget must be increased and used to deliver Scotland’s 
environmental obligations and see a turnaround in the trends for Scotland’s GHG 
emissions, and terrestrial bird numbers. We recommend that the Committee asks 
Ministers how Scotland’s environmental obligations will be met without a funding 
increase for agri-environment (accepting a funding increase for peatland 
restoration). We believe that the new SRDP can be more effective in delivering outputs if 
it is designed with a greater level of targeting.2 With reference to meeting Government 
targets, we recommend that that the natural environment measures in the RPP2 are 
fully funded in the budget, along with all other policies and proposals in the RPP2.  
RSPB Scotland has submitted evidence to the Infrastructure and Capital Investment 
Committee regarding climate change and water. We ask that RACCE has regard for this 
evidence in its report. 
 
Natural Assets and Flooding 
The budget shows an increase in funding for Natural Assets and Flooding from £5.3m in 
2013-14 to £9m in 2014-15.  However, this is reportedly a technical adjustment which 
implies that no new funding is available.  This is disappointing since this budget allocation 
contributes to delivery of Water Framework Directive (WFD) and flood risk management 
objectives.  The ‘Floods and Coast’ component is for research on flood alleviation and 
coastal protection and should be increased to ensure that natural flood management 
measures can be effectively tested and demonstrated.   
 
The WFD allocation, administered as SEPA’s Water Environment Fund, is maintained at 
£0.5m which is insufficient to address impacts and restore Scotland’s water environment.   

                                                 
1
 http://www.ieep.eu/assets/985/IEEP_2012_Fit_for_the_environment.pdf  

2
 http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/RSPB_SRDP_SpeciesHabitats_tcm9-348160.pdf 
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The Minister might be asked how statutory requirements to deliver sustainable 
flood management and River Basin Management Plan objectives will be met when 
this funding is being cut in real terms 
 
Funding of flood protection measures via local authority grants 
It is not clear from the draft budget breakdown how the proposed local government 
settlement for funding flood protection measures will be affected.  The Minister might be 
asked how changes to the local government budget allocation are likely to affect 
future funding of flood measures. 
   
Under the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009, local authorities must produce 
Local Flood Risk Management Plans to identify actions and measures to take forward 
sustainable flood risk management. Although these plans will not be published until June 
2016, sustainable flood management must be delivered now.  Local authorities should 
adhere to Government guidance3 on the appraisal of flood protection schemes to ensure 
sustainable measures are selected. To date, we have seen little evidence that flood 
protection schemes in Scotland are appraising and selecting measures to ensure that the 
most sustainable options are used. RACCE may wish to ask the Minister how he will 
ensure that funding is made available only to flood alleviation measures that are 
sustainable. In order to deliver sustainable flood management, opportunities for multiple 
benefits should be sought at every opportunity.  This includes, for example, integration 
with River Basin Management Plan objectives and Scottish Water’s sustainable land 
management work in drinking water catchments (funded within the Infrastructure, 
Investment and Cities portfolio).     
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 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0038/00387696.pdf  
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