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Present: 
 
Claudia Beamish Sarah Boyack 
Graeme Dey (Deputy Convener) Alex Fergusson 
Rob Gibson (Convener) Jim Hume 
Angus MacDonald Michael Russell 
Dave Thompson 
 
 
The meeting opened at 9.34 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 5 

in private at this meeting and at future meetings. 
 
2. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following negative 

instruments— 
 

Plant Health (Scotland) Amendment Order 2015 (SSI 2015/10); and 
Tweed Regulations Amendment Order 2015 SSI 2015/11). 
  

The Committee agreed to make no recommendations in relation to the 
instruments. 

 
3. The Scottish Government's Wild Fisheries Review: The Committee took 

evidence from— 
 

Andrew Thin, Chair, Jane Hope, Member, and Michelle Francis, Member, 
Wild Fisheries Review Panel. 
 

4. Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill: The Committee took evidence on 
stage 2 amendments 1-11 relating to the crofting community right-to-buy from— 

 
Derek Flyn, Director, Scottish Crofting Federation; 
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Susan Walker, Convener, Crofting Commission; 
 
Sandy Murray, Chairman, NFUS Crofting Highands and Islands 
Committee; 
 
Gordon Cumming, Land Manager, The North Harris Trust; 
 
Peter Peacock, Policy Director, Community Land Scotland; 
 
Duncan Burd, Rural Affairs Sub-Committee, Law Society of Scotland. 
 

5. Disposal of local authority assets (in private): The Committee agreed a 
letter to the Scottish Government on the disposal of local authority assets.  

 
6. Dairy industry (in private): The Committee agreed a letter to the Scottish 

Government on its dairy industry inquiry.  
 
The meeting closed at 12.52 pm. 
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