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Christian Allard (Committee Substitute) Claudia Beamish
Sarah Boyack Alex Fergusson
Rob Gibson (Convener) Jim Hume
Angus MacDonald Michael Russell
Dave Thompson

 

 
Apologies were received from Graeme Dey (Deputy Convener).
 
The meeting opened at 9.34 am.
 
1. Scottish Government's Biodiversity Strategy: The Committee took evidence

from—
 

Aileen McLeod, Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Land
Reform, Keith Connal, Deputy Director, Natural Resources, and Sally
Thomas, Land Use and Biodiversity Team Leader, Scottish Government;
 
Professor Des Thompson, Principal Adviser on Biodiversity, Scottish
Natural Heritage.
 

2. Review of Agricultural Holdings Legislation Final Report:  The Committee
took evidence from—

 
Scott Walker, Chief Executive, National Farmers Union Scotland;
 
Stuart  Young,  Chair  of  Scottish  Land  and  Estates’  Agricultural  Holdings
Strategy Group, Dunecht Estates;
 
Ken Bowlt, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors;
 
Martin Hall, Scottish Agricultural Arbiters and Valuers (SAAVA)
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representative on Tenant Farming Forum and former SAAVA President,
SAAVA;
 
Mike Gascoigne, Convener of the Rural Affairs Committee, Law Society of
Scotland;
 
Christopher Nicholson, Chairman, Scottish Tenant Farmers Association.
 

3. Parliament Day Kirkwall (in private): The Committee agreed its approach to
its meeting and engagement activities in Orkney as part of Parliament Day
Kirkwall in June.

 
4. Scottish Government's Wild Fisheries Review (in private): The Committee

agreed its letter to the Scottish Government.
 
The meeting closed at 1.47 pm.
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