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RURAL AFFAIRS, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

11th Meeting, 2015 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 18 March 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Sarah Boyack Graeme Dey (Deputy Convener) 
Alex Fergusson Rob Gibson (Convener) 
Jim Hume Angus MacDonald 
Michael Russell Dave Thompson 
 
Apologies were received from Claudia Beamish. 
 
The meeting opened at 9.34 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to consider 

its approach paper regarding its meeting on Orkney as part of Parliament Day 
Kirkwall in private at future meetings. The Committee also agreed to consider its 
letter to the Scottish Government on the Wild Fisheries Review in private at 
future meetings. 

 
2. Subordinate legislation: The Committee took evidence on the Single Use 

Carrier Bags Charge (Fixed Penalty Notices and Amendment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2015 [draft] from— 

 
Richard Lochhead, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food and the 
Environment, and Peter Stapleton, Policy Manager – Waste Prevention, 
Scottish Government. 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: Richard Lochhead (Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs, Food and the Environment) moved— 

 
S4M-12647— That the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment 
Committee recommends that the Single Use Carrier Bags Charge (Fixed 
Penalty Notices and Amendment) (Scotland) Regulations 2015 [draft] be 
approved. 
  

The motion was agreed to. 
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4. Subordinate legislation: The Committee considered the following negative 

instrument— 
 

Common Agricultural Policy (Direct Payments etc.) (Scotland) Regulations 
2015 (SSI 2015/58). 
  

The Committee agreed to make no recommendations in relation to the 
instrument. 

 
5. Scottish Government's Biodiversity Strategy: The Committee took evidence 

from— 
 

Grant Moir, Chief Executive, Cairngorms National Park Authority; 
 
Dr. Derek Robeson, Integrated Land & Water Management, Tweed 
Forum; 
 
Sue Marrs, Trends and Indicators Team Leader, Policy and Advice 
Directorate, Scottish Natural Heritage; 
 
Chris Nixon, Environment Manager, Forest Enterprise Scotland; 
 
James Davidson, Project Manager, Aberdeenshire Council; 
 
Rob Brooker, Ecological Sciences, James Hutton Institute; 
 
Simon Jones, Director of Conservation, Scottish Wildlife Trust. 
 

The meeting closed at 12.15 pm. 
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