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Written submission from Scottish Land & Estates 

Scottish Land & Estates welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Rural Affairs, 
Climate Change and Environment (RACCE) Committee’s call for views on the rural 
affairs and environment sections of the Scottish Government’s draft budget 2014-15. 
Scottish Land & Estates represents the interests of a wide variety of land-based 
businesses. The draft budget 2014-15 is therefore of importance to us. 

Scottish Land & Estates notes that the RACCE Committee is particularly interested 
in views on:- 

 funding for the provision and improvement of broadband services in rural 

 Scotland; 

 funding of flood protection and alleviation measures across Scotland; 

 funding for the delivery of rural land management and waste aspects of the 
report on proposals and policies climate change document (RPP2). 

In general terms, Scottish Land & Estates is supportive of the Rural Affairs and 
Environment section of the draft budget. It is heartening to see that the budget for 
this section is set to increase in the coming year by 1.5% to £548.8m. This is despite 
a reduction in total budget expenditure and suggests to us the importance that the 
Scottish Government places on rural affairs and environmental matters.  

We note and are happy to see increases in the draft budget 2014-15 for CAP reform 
and the Scotland Rural Development Programme, particularly for new money that 
has been identified for peatland restoration. Peatland restoration projects represent 
an early practical demonstration of how land can be managed to deliver ecosystem 
services. This is an area of land management that is likely to become increasingly 
important and exploration of the detail of delivery, including how such management 
is funded, is vital.  

Continued support for Scotland’s food and drink industries is also welcomed. 

Rural Broadband 

Scottish Land & Estates is pleased to note that funding is provided for the 
improvement of broadband services. We cannot overstate how important good digital 
connectivity is to the rural economy and we hope that the Scottish Government’s 
delivery vehicles will prioritise rural and remote rural areas. Many rural businesses 
are to some extent constrained by the present situation. Improvements to broadband 
accessibility and speed would enable existing rural businesses to operate in a more 
efficient and effective way and would make rural Scotland a more attractive place for 
new business to locate. Improvements to broadband services are talked about at a 
Scotland-wide level within the budget statement. If there is a specific intention to 
improve rural broadband, it would be reassuring to see an explicit statement in this 
respect made in the budget statement. 
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Flood Protection and alleviation measures 

Scottish Land & Estates note that the draft budget will support the delivery of 
Scotland’s first round of flood risk management plans. Flood risk management 
includes natural flood management and SEPA will shortly publish maps which 
identify areas of land that have potential to be suitable for natural flood management 
measures, such as re-establishing flood plains for blocking drainage channels in 
peat and moorland so that water drains from the uplands considerably more slowly. 
As noted above, Scottish Land & Estates welcomes the sizeable new budget for 
peatland restoration work which will contribute to natural flood management efforts. 
Scottish Land & Estates would though urge the Government to consider how other 
aspects of natural flood management will be funded going forward. Support for the 
development of “Payment for Ecosystems Services” models and pilots would be 
welcome.  

Rural land management and waste aspects of the report on proposals and 
policies climate change document (RPP2) 

The peatland restoration scheme again provides the main new funding for carbon 
storage, with the ongoing budget for forestry and the continuation of agri-
environment measures through 2014 also contributing to carbon reduction targets. 
The continuation of agri-environment measures is to be welcomed. It provides land 
managers with continuity and ensures benefits from work to date is not lost or 
setback prior to the introduction of the new SRDP in due course. 

It is disappointing to note however that the Forestry budget is being reduced. 
Forestry has a considerable contribution to make to carbon storage and at the 
current time the industry is facing considerable stress from pests and diseases, with 
the likelihood of significant areas for forestry in the south-west being clear felled. It is 
understood that the 2013 budget supported just under 7000 hectares of new 
woodland. If the Government’s ambition of 100,000 hectares of new woodland 
creation by 2022 is to be realised, greater financial support for the industry rather 
than less will be required. 


