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Written submission from the Scottish Land Fund Committee 

Statistical information about the relationship between the Scottish Land Fund and the 
Community Right to Buy (CRTB) and National Forest Land Scheme (NFLS) 
processes - summarised in the table below, with further detail given in the annexe. 

Scottish Land Fund, 2012-16: CRTB and NFLS Projects 

Year Total Cases 
Approved 

CRTB NFLS 

 # £ # £ # £ 

2012-13 4 788,000 2 462,200 1 311,500 

2013-14 15 2,231,118 2 437,937 1 221,000 

2014-15 
(April to Nov 2014) 

9 2,224,830 1 750,000 1 668,500 

Total to Date 28 5,243,948 5 1,650,137 3 1,201,500 

Anticipated  
Dec 14-Mar 15 

7 2,469,250 1 75,000 3 1,540,000 

In summary, of the total number of SLF cases approved and anticipated in the first 3 
years of operation, approximately 17% have gone through the CRTB process and 
the same proportion through the NFLS, amounting to 22% and 35% of the total 
budget respectively. 

Annexe 

Background information on SLF and CRTB/NFLS 

Scottish Land Fund (SLF), Community Right to Buy (CRTB) and National 
Forest Land Scheme (NFLS) 

Year one (2012 – 2013) 

The first year of the SLF had £1m available.  A total of 4 projects were grant funded 
amounting to £788,000 of SLF assistance.  Of this total, there were 3 CRTB and 
NFLS cases using £773,700 funding, as outlined below: 

Organisation SLF award (£) Hectares CRTB/NFLS 

Colintraive & Glendaruel 
Development Trust  

311,500 615 NFLS 

Covesea Lighthouse 
Community Company 

301,500 1.5 CRTB 

Coigach Community 
Development Company 

160,700 0.4 
 

CRTB 

Year two (2013 – 2014) 

Year two of the SLF had £2m available.  During the year, a total of 15 projects were 
awarded funding amounting to £2,231,118.   Of these, there were 3 CRTB/NFLS 
cases using £658,937 of funding. 
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Organisation SLF award (£) Hectares CRTB/NFLS 

Mull of Galloway Trust 338,500 39.5 CRTB 

Aigas Community Forest 221,000 
 

49 NFLS 

Johnstonebridge 
Community Development 
Company 

99,437 2 
 

CRTB 

It should also be noted that at the time of application to the SLF, Kinghorn 
Community Land Association (£103,390 awarded – 4.36ha) were intending to use 
the CRTB process; however the acquisition was concluded outwith the Land Reform 
Act. 

The Pairc Trust were also awarded funding by the SLF in December 2013 (£230,000 
awarded – 10,835 ha).  The Trust used the Crofting Community Right to Buy as part 
of the process towards acquiring the Estate.  At the time of writing however, the 
acquisition has not concluded.  It now appears likely that this will go ahead via an 
amicable purchase without resort to the legislation, using SLF funding to help 
negotiate the deal. 

Year three (2014 – 2015) to date  

A total of 9 projects have been funded to date, amounting to £2,224,830 of SLF 
funding.  Please note that these include projects approved at the SLF Committee 
meeting on 13 November which have not been publically announced, and these 
included 1 CRTB and 2 NFLS cases. 

Prospective cases for remainder of 2014-15  

We anticipate that the SLF Committee will consider a total of 7 cases (amounting to 
c. £2,500,000) in January 2015, including 1CRtB and 3 NFLS cases.     

Year four (2015 – 16) 

There is currently a very healthy pipeline of cases for next financial year with roughly 
the same proportion of cases enabled by CRTB and NFLS as this year.  It is difficult 
to give exact figures for the pipeline cases as they are at various stages of 
development, from ones that are advanced to those still speculative.  


