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Written submission from the Scottish Association for Public Transport 

Sustainable Rural Areas  While access to and from rural areas is mainly dependent on 
cars, developments in other forms of demand response transport (DRT) and retention or 
improvement of key scheduled bus, ferry and island air services, NPF3 under-estimates 
the rail role in rural areas and over-estimates the importance of elevating long-distance 
walk and cycling routes to National Development status. 

Greater stress should be put on the earlier improvement of rural rail frequencies (as is 
promised for the Oban line), including options for additional halts, so that most of the 
mainland rural population is within 5 miles of a rail halt (in the longer-term, this could also 
justify the reopening or new construction of branch lines in rural areas as well as closer to 
cities).  This would reduce the need for lengthy car trips from rural areas to access the rail 
network or pick up visitors from distant railheads.  

An important added benefit is that such action could greatly improve car-free access by 
day visitors and tourists to Scotland’s scenic railways and heritage sites, also linking with 
outdoor opportunities and bringing extra income to rural economies. A further benefit could 
be much improved opportunities for short connecting bus/minibus links and for cycle hire 
with options to return bikes to a station different from where the journey started.  Rail lines 
benefitting from this approach include the often neglected scenic value and outdoor 
opportunities which could be offered by the Ayr-Stranraer line. 

These issues merit a higher profile in NPF3 though the detailed delivery of improvements 
would be a matter for appropriate partnerships with some access to grant aid. 

Climate Change Targets  At 5.5, NPF3 expresses concern that greenhouse gas 
emissions from transport are still 25% of the Scottish total and that car travel is continuing 
to rise.  It mentions the target of 10% of regular trips being by cycle by 2020.  Progress 
towards this continues to be modest and, since most cycle trips are shorter than those by 
car, coach and rail, cycling may still be only some 3% of passenger kilometres in Scotland 
by 2020. However with respect to travel in cities and some towns, cycling could reach 10% 
of passenger kilometres in such areas by 2020. 

It is suggested that NPF3 should be amended to include an all-Scotland aim of 5% of 
passenger kilometres being by bike by 2020. The finalised NPF3 should include 2020 
and 2030 targets for increasing passenger kilometres by public transport (including DRT).  
NPF3 misrepresents reality in stating that car travel in Scotland continues to rise.  There 
has been a slight overall rise in the past decade but the significant change has been a rise 
in rail passenger totals (and modal share) since 2000 with Scottish rail passenger 
kilometres now at an all-time high.  Edinburgh has also seen impressive gains in bus use.  
Fuller information on such trend changes and on the range of future forecasts should be 
included in an ANNEX to the finalised NPF3.  At present, rail, bus and DRT use appears to 
be in the region of 18% of total passenger kilometres in Scotland.  As well as a revised 
cycling target based on share of passenger kilometres, the finalised NPF3 should 
include the targets of aiding a continuing stabilisation in car use through measures 
to raise the public transport modal share to 25% by 2020 and higher by 2030. 

Stabilised car use, and other measures to shift from HGVs to rail and water modes would 
allow road transport carbon to be lowered more quickly while, in the main, shifts to public 
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transport would be to services using electric power from renewable sources.  Since 
progress in expanding electric car use remains slower than first thought, NPF3 should also 
recognise the importance of an accelerated shift towards higher road vehicle occupancy 
and other efficiency measures reducing oil fuel consumption per passenger kilometre 
below the present average (already showing some fall but moderated by a failure to 
increase car occupancy on busy roads at peak commuting times).  Rail electrification is 
already expected to see further expansion e.g. northwards to Aberdeen and in the greater 
use of electrified Metrorail and tram services in Glasgow and Edinburgh. Improved inter-
city rail services, including substantial sections of HSR, will also encourage major shifts 
from mainland UK domestic air services to rail use (see Para 13). 

Climate Change Adaptation  NPF3 should include stronger references to the need to 
include allowances for higher transport costs, and possible route relocations, as well as 
more generalised references to drainage, tackling rising sea levels and ensuring 
reductions in flooding risk. 


