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Written submission from Scottish Council for Development and Industry 

[Extract of information relevant to RACCE] 

Proposed National Planning Framework 3: Parliamentary Committees’ Call for 
Views on the Proposed Framework 

SCDI is an independent membership network that strengthens Scotland’s 
competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable 
economic prosperity. SCDI’s membership includes businesses, trades unions, local 
authorities, educational institutions, voluntary sector and faith groups. 

SCDI welcomes this additional opportunity to comment on the Third National 
Planning Framework. In July 2013, SCDI submitted responses to the Scottish 
Government on the ‘Main Issues Report & Draft Framework’1 and ‘Draft Scottish 
Planning Policy’2, followed by submissions in December 2013 to Scottish 
Government on the ‘Sustainability and Planning’3 consultation and to Scottish 
Natural Heritage on its ‘Core Areas of Wild Land 2013’4 consultation. The timeframe 
allowed to feedback to parliamentary committees since the call for evidence was 
released has restricted our ability to address all the areas of scrutiny listed by each 
committee in full; however, this response highlights the core issues and opportunities 
of the Proposed NPF3 that SCDI and its members have identified at this stage.  

The delivery of a sustainable rural Scotland 

We have elsewhere in this submission discussed the importance of improved digital 
connectivity and energy transmission infrastructure in supporting rural business and 
communities and delivering a sustainable rural Scotland [please see Annex]. The 
recognition of aquaculture as an important aspect of the economy across parts of 
coastal Scotland which supports rural jobs and wider communities is welcome, as is 
the commitment given to realising the industries ambitious growth targets.  

The ability of the NPF3 document to deliver a sustainable rural Scotland may be in 
some way limited by the lack of a Scottish food security policy. Food security is a 
global issue which is likely to impact developed nations through increasing the price 
of food, which will have subsequent impacts on quality of life etc. Current land use 
strategies and policy drivers do not necessarily account for food security, and this 
may become an increasing issue in the future.  

                                                 
1
 http://www.scdi.org.uk/pi/2013/SCDI-Response-to-Scottish-Government-on-NPF3-Main-Issues-

Report-and-Draft-Framework(July13).pdf 
2
 http://www.scdi.org.uk/pi/2013/SCDI-Response-to-Scottish-Government-on-Draft-Scottish-Planning-

Policy(July13).pdf 
3
 http://www.scdi.org.uk/pi/2013/Draft_Scottish_Planning_Policy_Sustainability_and_Planning.pdf 

4
 http://www.scdi.org.uk/pi/2013/Core_Areas_of_Wild_Land_2013_map.pdf 
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http://www.scdi.org.uk/pi/2013/Core_Areas_of_Wild_Land_2013_map.pdf
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Annex 

Digital infrastructure 

The National Development ‘Statement of Need’ highlights the Highlands and Islands 
Area as a focus for development. The roll-out of first generation broadband was one 
of the key factors which have enabled the Highlands and Islands economy to 
become a net contributor to the overall Scottish economy, and universal access to 
next generation broadband and mobile networks will also play a central role in 
increasing flexible delivery of, and widening access to, higher and further education, 
and can transform the way that public services are delivered, including the 
implementation of telehealth and other ‘smart’ health care solutions. 

A High Voltage Energy Transmission Network 

SCDI agrees that a ‘High Voltage Energy Transmission Network’ should be included 
as a National Development’. Enhancing the electricity network is essential to 
realising Scotland’s full energy potential. Substantial network reinforcements and 
upgrades are required. These should look decades ahead and not simply replace 
like with like. Onshore reinforcements and subsea cables are necessary, and 
updates to the suite of grid enhancements should be made where required. The 
Proposed NPF3 highlights links to Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles as key 
connections, which recognises the opportunity to harness their high-capacity for 
renewable energy and provide a once-in-a-generation socio-economic opportunity. 
As the subsea links to Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles have not yet been 
consented, SCDI, therefore, agrees with the proposal that these links remain a 
priority in NPF3. 


