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Written submission from RTPI Scotland 

In our response to both draft NPF3 and SPP in July 2013, RTPI Scotland set out 10 
principles that we believe should be applied to the documents, underpinning the 
strategic vision of the Scottish planning system. These are that they:  

 are ambitious 

 prioritise 

 integrate 

 are influential 

 are clear and holistic 

 focus on delivery 

 are based around outcomes 

 are directly linked to one another 

 provide clarity on where it links with other policy, guidance, advice and good 
practice  

 are based on sound evidence and needs to be monitored to ensure it 
continues to be fit for purpose. 

We welcome the clearer focus on outcomes within the proposed NPF3, and consider 
that Scottish Government needs to look to use both NPF3 and SPP, and the other 
tools they have at their disposal, to provide: 

Certainty for planning authorities, developers, investors and communities. This 
requires NPF3 and SPP to: 

 provide a framework to enable delivery by including a delivery focussed 
Action Programme for both documents that links to, and influences decisions 
on, resources.  

 outline clear policy and geographical priorities that indicate the implications of 
the documents for specific sectors or areas of Scotland.  

 be thought of as an investment strategy as well as a planning document, that 
highlights future opportunities and assets that are to be valued. 

Clarity of ambition. This requires NPF3 and SPP to: 

 clearly set out the high level ambitions they are trying to achieve and 
planning’s role in supporting this. 

 set out the indicators that will be used to monitor progress. 

 include precise and unambiguous wording that is not open to interpretation. 
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A clear hierarchy for visioning and decision making.  This requires Scottish 
Government to clearly set out, and differentiate between: 

 the policies/ strategy in place to achieve the outcomes they aspire to.  These 
should be the main thrust of NPF3 and SPP.  

 the means of delivering these, which should be contained in the joint Action 
Programme. 

 guidance on definitions and technical aspects in place to support delivery, 
which should not be in main body of SPP or NPF3. 

A framework that allows Scottish Government and its Agencies, planning authorities 
and those engaging with the planning system to work more smartly. This requires:  

 NPF3 and SPP to work towards achieving the same outcomes and to work to 
the same timescales.  SPP should outline how these will be achieved and 
NPF3 should set out where they will happen.  Both documents should be 
looking to a 20 -30 year timescale, should be reviewed at the same time, and, 
should be published at the same time, allowing for the documents to be 
explicitly linked to one another.   

 NPF3 and SPP to provide a context which focusses the work of Scottish 
Government, Key Agencies and planning authorities on those tasks that add 
value so as to make best use of limited resources.        

 Scottish Government to ensure that NPF3 and SPP are corporate documents 
that influence other key Government strategies such as, for example, the 
National Marine Plan, the Infrastructure Investment Plan and the Land Use 
Strategy.   

Climate Change 

Planning isn't about saying no; it is about implementing a positive vision of a 
sustainable future.  The planning system has an important role to play in how we 
adapt to climate change.  RTPI Scotland supports the Scottish Government’s 
Principle Policy within the Draft Scottish Planning Policy document with regards to 
the role of the planning system in supporting the change required to meet Scotland’s 
climate change targets.  The challenge for the planning system is to balance 
competing priorities, ensuring that climate change adaptation is at the heart of plan 
making. 

At the national level, the SPP and NPF3 must clearly set out the importance of the 
issue of climate change, and also climate change adaptation, and the responsibility 
to address climate change. SPP and NPF3 should provide the national perspective 
and vision for Scotland.  The SPP must achieve a balance which provides enough 
detail to ensure that a consistent approach is taken across the country based on 
Scottish Government priorities, and allows decisions to be made which are relevant 
to local circumstances and based on professional judgement. 
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Sustainable Development  

Planners and the planning system have important roles in supporting economic 
growth, in protecting the environment and in helping communities to thrive.  A 
properly resourced planning system, working within the right framework, is key to 
achieving ambitions on delivering these.  It is an important lever to support 
approaches to sustainable development, including protecting Scotland’s 
environment.  

RTPI Scotland recognises that Sustainable Economic Growth is the central purpose 
of the Scottish Government, and we support the concept of Sustainable Economic 
Growth as a key policy within SPP, as long as growth is sustainable, as it shows the 
importance of planning as a driver for economic recovery.  

We consider that Sustainable Economic Growth is a key component of Sustainable 
Development, with economic, social and environmental considerations all part of a 
rounded sustainable development.  We consider that there is generally a good 
understanding of what Sustainable Development itself means, what it will look like, 
and how development can be considered to be sustainable, and would urge Scottish 
Government to refer to the Bruntland definition of Sustainable Development, as well 
as the shared UK principles for Sustainable Development, recognising that whilst 
important, Sustainable Economic Growth is not the only key indicator of Sustainable 
Development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


