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Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Committee on Thursday 10 October
2013. I undertook to clarify several specific matters raised in the Budget discussion, these
are listed below.

Loan finance to tackle flood protection measures in homes

We know that the damage caused by flood water, mud and sewage in a property can be very
distressing. However there are individual property protection measures available, such as
barriers for doorways, airbrick covers and non-return valves for domestic and foul drainage
systems that can help reduce the damage caused and make the clean-up easier. We have
this month commissioned research to assess how many properties might benefit from these
products. This work will also provide local authorities with guidance on how best to set up a
scheme for residents in their area. The guidance will include advice on how local authority
led schemes might be financed.

We also fund the Scottish Flood Forum to work directly with communities and individual
householders at risk from flooding. The Forum can offer advice on the best products for a
property and support householders to ensure that they know how to fit the products correctly.
I recently met the Forum where they briefed me about their work with a number of local
authorities to support local property level flood protection initiatives. As a member of the
steering group for the recently commissioned research the Forum will be able to offer its
advice on the range of different funding and delivery models already being used and to help
draw from them best practice.
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Climate Change Behaviours

The Draft Budget 2014-15 and Spending Plans 2015-16 - Details of funding for climate
change mitigation measures has been updated to provide a commentary on the behavioural
aspects of each of the spending lines, giving an overview of the work being delivered in
influencing low carbon behaviours across Scottish society. This is attached for the
Committee's information.

Forestry

The Committee sought the exact figures regarding tree planting in Scotland compared with
the rest of the United Kingdom in 2011-12. I can confirm that the total new tree planting
figure in the UK in 2011-12 was 12,700 hectares, of which 9,000 was in Scotland.

Livestock grazing within woodlands

FCS has provided grant support for controlled livestock grazing within woodlands since 2012
through Scotland's Rural Development Programme. There have been 11 applications
covering a woodland area of 976 hectares, with a grant commitment of £85k. The grant
aims to enhance the condition of woodlands by improving biodiversity and encouraging tree
regeneration through the controlled introduction of livestock. A key benefit for livestock is
that woodlands provide important shelter. Grant support is also available for creating
shelterbelts on farms, which can provide a range of benefits, including improved productivity
and welfare of livestock and enhancing the landscape. Currently there is no grant available
to support agro-forestry systems. However the intention is to introduce an agro-forestry
grant in the next Scottish Rural Development Programme.

I trust this answers all of the points picked up in the Official Report. If you need anything
further please do not hesitate to contact me.~/Vlr

., /~HEELHOUSE

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EHl 3DG
www.scotland.gov .uk

INVl'_'iTOR IN PEOPLE

http://www.scotland.gov

