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Dear Stewart 

Mainstreaming climate change scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s draft 
budget 
 
Thank you for letter of 24 September outlining the reasons why the Education and 
Culture Committee does not intend to participate in the mainstreaming of climate 
change scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2014-15. I am writing to 
ask you to reconsider your committee’s decision.  

The RACCE Committee discussed your letter after its Committee meeting on 25 
September and expressed unanimous disappointment at your committee’s view.  

In asking you to reconsider your committee’s decision, I thought it may be helpful to 
set out the background to mainstreaming of the Scottish Parliament’s climate change 
scrutiny and the benefits of it in terms of scrutinising the potential impacts of the 
Scottish Government’s spending.  

The mainstreaming of climate issues in the budget process has been endorsed by 
the Finance Committee and was welcomed last year by the Scottish Government. 
This was first conducted last year and every subject committee took part. This year, 
after reviewing the process, we have provided greater support to committees to 
assist their scrutiny, including providing suggested areas of questioning. No other 
committee has contacted us to indicate that they will not be taking part in the process 
this year.  

The reasons behind the mainstreaming are clear. The impacts of climate change, 
and the work by the Scottish Government to mitigate these impacts, change 
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behaviour, and adapt Scotland’s infrastructure, land and resource use, cross every 
part of the Scottish Government’s responsibilities, and therefore cross the remit of all 
subject committees in the Scottish Parliament. Whilst the broad climate change brief 
sits with the Minister for Environment and Climate Change, as he and others in the 
Scottish Government have consistently stated, all Ministers are considered to be 
climate change Ministers. The RACCE Committee does not have the opportunity to 
hear from each Cabinet Secretary and Minister during the time available for budget 
scrutiny, and therefore asks that each subject committee pursues important 
questions relating to the impacts of spending in the portfolio on climate change with 
their respective Ministers in their evidence sessions.  

This approach is similar to the approach adopted on other cross-cutting issues, such 
as the consideration of equalities issues in the budget. The Scottish Government 
produces an Equality Statement which underpins that scrutiny and, similarly, the 
Government produces a carbon assessment of the draft budget, and also provides 
committees with a report detailing how the draft budget delivers measures to reduce 
Scotland’s climate emissions. These documents also provide committees with a 
basis for their own climate change considerations. The latter document has not yet 
been published but is expected to be available shortly.  

I appreciate that the scrutiny of the budget process is completed by all committees 
within tight time constraints, and I also understand that each committee needs to 
prioritise its available time as it sees fit in order to be most effective. However, the 
RACCE Committee does believe that it should be possible for committees to 
question witnesses and/or Government Ministers on climate issues within those time 
pressures and identified priorities.  

I hope that the Education and Culture Committee will reconsider its decision not to 
participate in this important process. The officials from Clerking and SPICe that 
support the work of the RACCE Committee would be very happy to provide any 
further guidance and advice in terms of assisting your Committee in taking this 
forward.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 


