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Room T3.40 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
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Direct Tel: 0131-348-5240 
(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 

Tel: 0131 348 5240 
racce.commitee@scottish.parliament.uk 

 
18 April 2013 

Dear Kenny, 
 
Delivery of priorities as set out in the 2011 Spending Review 

Thank you for your letter dated 29 January 2013. At its meeting on 17 April, 
the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee agreed to 
write to you outlining details of the specific areas on which we would welcome 
an update from the Scottish Government regarding its progress in delivering 
its priorities as set out in the 2011 Spending Review.  

The Committee would welcome an update on the following Scottish 
Government priorities. “To— 

 increase further our commitment to Scotland's food and drink industry, 
more than doubling the ongoing budget for food industry support over 
the Spending Review period; 

 empower communities through a range of measures, including the 
Climate Challenge Fund, the creation of a new land fund, and 
investment in renewables and rural broadband; 

 invest to create the framework required for the sustainable economic 
development of Scotland's offshore wind and marine renewables 
sector; 

 establish a Next Generation Digital Fund to support the roll-out of next 
generation broadband across Scotland, with a particular focus on rural 
and remote areas; 
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 provide financial support for our rural economy through payments to 
farmers, fishermen and land managers, so often the mainstay of fragile 
rural communities. We have sought to prioritise these areas of 
expenditure, which include elements of the Scotland Rural 
Development Programme (SRDP) and the European Fisheries Fund 
(EFF); 

 invest through the EFF in order to deliver our commitment to assist with 
capital investment, increasing competitiveness in the aquaculture, 
fishing and fish processing industries, and to promote a resilient fleet 
structure - sectors that contribute significantly to the Scottish economy 
and that directly support many rural economies; 

 work actively to reform the Common Fisheries Policy and the post-
2014 European Marine and Fisheries Fund to: enable more sustainable 
fishing, which tackles discards; ensure the continued viability of the 
fishing industry; help conserve marine ecosystems; achieve 
economically viable, competitive and green aquaculture; help sustain 
vibrant fishing-dependent communities; and support cross-cutting 
priorities, which have real potential to generate savings and growth in 
coastal areas; 

 continue the negotiations that began in 2011, between the European 
Commission, Member States and the European Parliament, on the EU 
budget for 2014-2020  

 including the budget for the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) - and on 
the detailed rules for making CAP payments during that period. 
Scotland is well placed to influence these negotiations thanks to the 
Inquiry into Future Farm Support which we commissioned in 2009-10, 
chaired by Brian Pack OBE, and we are working closely with 
stakeholders. The Government's position on the future CAP is guided 
by the principles of fairness, flexibility and simplicity; 

 maintain our investment in flood protection and our programme of work 
to implement the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009. This is 
a major programme of work for the Government and responsible 
authorities such as individual local authorities and Scottish Water. 
These actions will provide reassurance to communities and businesses 
at risk of flooding and could save costs in the future. We will continue 
to invest in ensuring that we have clean air and water and the portfolio 
will spend £5.2 million on natural assets and flooding in 2012-13; 

 develop our River Basin Management Plans further, recognising the 
multiple benefits that promotion of our water environment can have, for 
example supporting natural flood management, supporting biodiversity 
and protecting our soils; and 

 aim to increase woodland planting to 10,000 hectares per year, 
recognising that forestry continues to be an area of major importance 
for climate change. The government will invest £65.5 million in the 
Forestry Commission and Forest Enterprise in 2012-13. 



3 
 

 expand Scotland's woodland - building to a planting rate of 10,000 
hectares per year, supporting Forestry Commission Scotland with a 
budget of over £48 million for this purpose, supplemented by European 
funding; 

 reduce waste and using materials more efficiently - we will work 
towards a 70 per cent target for recycled waste and a maximum of 5 
per cent to be sent to be landfill by 2025. We will support businesses to 
use resources more efficiently, waste less and, as a result, reduce their 
costs and emissions while boosting profitability and productivity; and 

 help families and individuals to reduce their waste - for example, by 
cutting avoidable food waste, and save each household on average 
£430 every year. We are investing £70.8 million in our Zero Waste 
Scotland programme to help Scotland unlock these savings and reduce 
its emissions by cutting its waste.” 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rob Gibson 
Convener 
Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee 


