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Written submission from James Grant 
 
I am a third generation secure tenant of an upland stock and arable farm.  At 
68, I am interested in the assignation proposals being considered in the 
Land  Reform Bill. The suggested widening of succession rights to include 
other close relatives would certainly help me, but I do not see this as my only 
option. I do have close relatives within family farming businesses which are 
well established because, at some previous opportunity, members of the 
family have been able to buy farms as sitting tenants. On the other hand, I 
am  sure there are those outside the family  looking for an opportunity to enter 
the industry who would be keen to take over the farm. 
 
If the present government is serious about supporting the tenanted sector, the 
rules of succession must certainly be changed. In my opinion, the L.D.T. 
conversion idea to allow such free assignation is not a good idea. An L.D.T. of 
whatever length is a depreciating asset so must be worth less than a secure 
lease which should maintain its value. Tinkering with the system in this way 
only increases the present discrimination between those who have eligible 
successors and those who do not. Surely the value of a tenancy should reflect 
the efforts and investment made by the tenants during the period of 
continuous occupation and not the number of years which a landlord thinks a 
tenancy has left to run. This principle has already been recognised in many of 
the aforementioned sitting tenant deals. 
 
If free assignation is to be granted at all, only like for like allows the 
establishment of fair value for all long term tenants. Under the present tax 
regime, I  accept  that few landlords would willingly take on new secure 
tenants, but perhaps a pre-emption clause, a cast iron guarantee of no future 
A.R.T.B. together with a change in fiscal policy might change attitudes to like 
for like assignation and long term letting in general. 
 
Anyway, on what grounds has the L.D.T. become the method of choice for the 
letting of land-"A letting vehicle for the 21st century"?  Yes, right now these 
are the only opportunities made available by landlords, but perhaps this a 
symptom of a disease rather than an untreatable illness. Phrases such as 
"responsible land ownership" and "sustainable development" which appear 
elsewhere in the proposed Land Reform Bill imply a long term approach . 
Short term L.D.T.s can lead to the exploitation of tenants who do all the work 
and take all the risk with little to show for it when the tenancy expires. The 
distorted "open market" competition for such short term tenancies can have 
the prospective tenants putting themselves on a treadmill from which there is 
no escape. 
 
 

 


