
Written submission from EcoideaM Ltd and Binn Eco Park Ltd 
 

EcoideaM Ltd and Binn Eco Park Ltd welcomes the opportunity to comment 
on the Scottish Government Draft Budget 2014-14 and commend the breadth 
and integration of the budget across Government spending. We particularly 
welcome the focus on economic regeneration in the current recessionary 
environment, the focus on better regulation and the focus on the economic, 
social and environmental benefits of a low carbon Scotland. 
 
Our specific comments relate Chapter 7 on the Rural Affairs and Environment 
budget. 
 
Chapter 7 – Rural Affairs and Environment – Page 88 
 
Portfolio Responsibilities – page 88:  
 
More could be made of the potential for the low carbon and clean technology 
sector to drive economic regeneration in Scotland. This sector is growing and 
there is a significant level of expertise already trying to develop the low carbon 
and clean technology sector in Scotland. Notwithstanding useful UK level 
programmes such as the Knowledge Transfer Networks and initiatives led by 
the Technology strategy Board and others we also have indigenous Scottish 
capacity including the Environmental Technology Network (SETN) and local 
initiatives like the Perth and Kinross Green Business Accelerator and Green 
Business Fife all with a strong focus on growing environmental service and 
clean technology companies as well as supporting the general greening of 
business. Whilst the overall budget has a very strong and welcome focus on 
the environment, renewable energy and climate change the budget does not 
in our view adequately focus on the growth potential of the low carbon and 
clean technology sector as a driver of economic regeneration in Scotland. 
 
The kind of initiatives that could be derived from a low carbon and clean 
technology focus include: 
 

 New low carbon and clean technology development with global market 
potential across the wide Environmental Goods and Services portfolio. 

 Growing integration of future industrial and social systems via the 
application of industrial ecology and industrial symbiosis principles 
including the greening of industrial infrastructure and the development 
of eco innovation and eco industrial parks in Scotland. 

 Further support for the delivery of the Scottish Zero Waste Plan and in 
particular the development of the circular economy with a focus on 
better understanding and exploiting the opportunities for the 
development of closed loop systems. This could include the 
development of manufacturing businesses using Scottish recycled 
materials, particularly plastics, improved product refurbishment 
systems and the ability to smelt recovered metals in Scotland to add 
value to these critical resource flows within the Scottish economy. 

 The evolution of new systems to promote sectoral regeneration such 
as the Tay Eco Valley concept to stimulate growth in the food and drink 



sector in Tayside and the proposals at the Binn Eco Park and other 
emerging Eco Park locations in Scotland to stimulate connected, added 
value, low carbon industrial spaces. 

 The potential for the integration of renewables into industry and 
business parks to secure electricity supply and forward price security 
for Scottish businesses including renewable heat use. 

 
These concepts have the potential to support economic regeneration 
across all areas of Scotland. We would therefore welcome specific mention 
and acknowledgement of the potential of the low carbon and clean technology 
sector in the Portfolio Responsibilities section on page 88. 
 
A further location to enable a focus on these issues would be in the section on 
National outcomes on Page 90. In this section of text the concept of the 
circular economy is welcomed but it is too limited in its brief description and 
could more usefully say:   
 
‘Through our Zero Waste programme we are promoting the concept of a 
circular economy where materials are conserved through reduced usage, 
efficient recycling and the use of these recovered materials to support 
Scottish manufacturing.’ 
 
This point could be strengthened further by changing the third bullet under 
Environment and Rural Services on page 92 as follows: 
 
Continue the move towards a circular economy by promoting enhanced 
recycling rates and by developing ways of tapping into the substantial 
potential savings to the Scottish economy through cutting waste, using 
materials more efficiently and capitalizing on low cost raw material sources to 
support indigenous manufacturing. 
 
We are for example working on low cost manufacturing models which rely on 
understanding the price point in the recycling chain where materials can be 
recovered at a price that gives significant competitive advantage for new 
product manufacture. 
 
On Page 101 – in the following section: In 2014-15 and 2015-16 we will:  
 
There is no mention of Zero Waste or Circular economy outcomes in spite of 
the fact that this section addresses both the SEPA and Zero Waste Scotland 
budgets on Page 100.  
 


