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On 17 December I joined the UK delegation to Environment Council. The UK was
represented by Lord de Mauley and Welsh Minister, John Griffiths, also attended.

This was a useful Council. I participated in the discussion of the Commission's proposals for
a Water Blueprint and the forthcoming th Environmental Action Programme. It also provided
a number of useful opportunities to engage with key actors and potential future partners on
our key strategic priorities for the Environment Council.

From a Scottish perspective the Blueprint to Safeguard Water Resources was a useful item.
The Commission recently published the Blueprint proposals which aim to balance water
demand and supply in line with the needs of people and the natural ecosystems we depend
on. This is important to us in terms of our Water Framework Directive obligations and the
importance of our water environment to so many sectors and communities. Its water
efficiency aspects are also important in the context of our hydronation agenda. The Council
supported the thrust of the Commission's proposals; particularly that the Commission
recognise that a one size fits all is not appropriate and that while more work is needed to
meet our Water Framework Directive target, that no legislative changes are required.

Council also heard an orientation debate on the th Environmental Action Programme (to
which the Government has contributed) and a discussion of the environment's contribution to
the Annual Growth Survey.

In addition to the formal business before the start of Council Lord de Maulay invited John
Griffiths and me to join his meeting with the Croatian delegation. Croatia becomes a full
member state in the second half of 2013. Their environmental priorities have a number of
similarities to Scotland, particularly around waste and water.
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I also met the Cypriot Minister who as current President thanked me for the excellent support
the Government had been able to offer their Presidency at Doha. My attendance at Council
also gave me the opportunity to have a meeting with Peter Vis, Climate Change
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard's Chef du Cabinet, where I highlighted work we are doing
in Scotland and potential opportunities for joint work.

I also had the chance to receive a briefing from the Irish delegation around their priorities for
their forthcoming Presidency, where we plan to work closely with them, including on the draft
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive.

In the margins of Council I also briefly met Environment Commissioner Janez Potocnik and
was able to convey our positive contribution on low carbon growth, compliance, water
framework directive high ambition and climate justice.

Overall I found attendance at Council a useful opportunity to promote the Government's work
as well as to make connections and learn from others. I intend to make attending future
Environment Councils a priority.

I am copy this letter to Maureen Watt, Convener Infrastructure and Capital Investment
Committee and Christina McKelvie, Convener European and External Relations Committee
fro information given the interest they have previously expressed in the Water Blueprint.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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