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I would like to thank the Committee for its third report on Scotland's progress towards
meeting emission reduction targets which was published on 25 March.

I was privileged to have been amongst the guests at an event hosted by Rob Gibson,
Convener of the Scottish Parliament's Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment
Committee at the Scottish Parliament on 25 March at which Professor Jim Skea of the
Committee gave a presentation on the report findings to invited guests and MSPs. The
discussion that followed was thought-provoking.

This report highlights how Scotland is doing much better in reducing climate change
emissions than the UK as a whole - with almost a 10% reduction in Scotland's greenhouse
gas emissions in 2011. It also emphasises the good progress that has been made despite
the challenges resulting from improvements in calculating estimated emissions.

I note the Committee's acknowledgement that the legislated target in 2011 was missed due
to the recent revision of the Scottish greenhouse gas inventory, which added 1.2MtC02e to
estimated emissions in 2011, and that this should not distract from the assessment of
underlying progress reducing emissions.

Analysis set out in the Scottish Government's second Report on Proposals and Policies
(RPP2) makes clear that when the targets were first set, using a 2008 inventory baseline, the
annual targets for 2010 and 2011 envisaged emissions reductions of 23.6% and 23.9%
respectively against the baseline. Despite the methodological changes in the last three
editions of the inventory, which added more than 2 MtC02e to almost every year from 1990
onwards, the net Scottish emissions account for 2010 and 2011, based on the updated 2011
Scottish inventory, were respectively 23.4% and 25.7% lower than the base year. This
means that, even with the extreme cold weather in 2010, the percentage reduction in 2010
was just 0.2% smaller than had been envisaged when the targets were originally set,
whereas in 2011, emissions fell by 1.8% more than had been envisaged, in percentage
terms, than when the targets were set.
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I agree that the inventory revision will continue to make currently legislated targets more
difficult and note the Committee's advice regarding options for addressing this - to adjust
targets or find additional opportunities to reduce emissions that go beyond current and
proposed policies. I will closely examine both options identified to address the challenge this
has created.

Scotland's climate change targets are challenging, as they should be given the global impact
of climate change. I welcome that the Committee recognise the nature of the challenge, but
also that they praise Scotland's progress - especially in key areas like the energy and
residential sectors. The second Report on Proposals and Policies sets out how Scotland
can deliver its statutory annual targets for reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and the
longer term trend shows that emissions in Scotland are reducing. We remain confident
Scotland is on a trajectory to achieve the ambitious 2020 target of a 42 per cent emissions
reduction.

I would like to thank the Committee for its deliberations to date.
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