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16 August 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
 
TREE HEALTH 
 
I am writing to give you a further update on tree health developments following my earlier 
letters of 19 February and 18 April 2013. 
 
Chalara dieback of ash 
 
In Scotland as a whole we had 107 confirmed sites at the end of May, of which 3 were in 
nurseries; 93 were in recent plantings; and 11 were in the wider environment.  (Equivalent 
figures for the whole of the UK were 20 nurseries, 289 in recent plantings and 181 in the 
wider environment.)  
 
We have recently had a confirmed case in naturally regenerated ash saplings at 
Balquihidderock SSSI near Stirling.  Although concerning, this is not unexpected given what 
we know about the disease and aerial dispersal of spores.  Stirling Council, SNH and 
Forestry Commission Scotland are surveying surrounding areas to see if other trees are 
symptomatic for Chalara.  If the number of symptomatic young trees is low they are likely to 
be removed, but mature trees will not be felled (unless they represent an imminent safety 
risk) as these could yet turn out to be resistant to the disease.  
 
Meanwhile, recent findings in Devon and Wales suggest that Chalara might have been 
present on trees first planted in the late 1990s.  Accordingly, in addition to carrying out our 
surveys on recent planting sites in the “sheltered” and “buffer” areas in north-west Scotland 
identified in our Chalara Action Plan, we will be advising owners to look closely for sign of 
Chalara in woodland planted within the last 20 years.   
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More generally, we are working with colleagues in England and Wales to deliver the 
common management objectives set out in Defra’s Chalara Management Plan, which 
included, for example, action aimed at developing resistance to the disease in our ash 
populations.   
 
Dothistroma needle blight on pine 
 
As there is a risk that planting pine in and around Caledonian Pinewoods Inventory sites 
could introduce Dothistroma needle blight (DNB) to our native pinewoods, the DNB Action 
Plan for 2013/14 includes a presumption against planting Scots pine or other pine species on 
these sites, together with provision for annual monitoring surveys.     
 
Forestry Commission Scotland is also looking to undertake small scale trials of aerial 
fungicide application to find whether this technique could play a part in a wider suite of 
measures to help combat the impacts of DNB.  With approval from the Chemicals Regulation 
Directorate, the aerial application of copper oxychloride, a fungicide with a long history of use 
in agriculture, has now been made to 5 hectares of Scots pine within the 1,000 hectare 
Monaughty forest in Moray.  Monitoring, includes any significant impacts on non-target 
species (such as other fungi, lichens, insects and plants) will help determine the scope of 
any further trials.  As a precaution, part of the forest was closed for a short period during the 
trial and we used on-site information, social media, communication with local stakeholders 
(including beekeepers) and the press to inform people of the operation.  The closed part of 
the forest was re-opened within a few hours. 
 
Phytophthora ramorum on larch 
 
At the end of 2012, 420 hectares of larch were known to be infected with Ramorum (mainly 
in Galloway, but also in Argyllshire and with one case in Aberdeenshire).  However, recent 
aerial surveys have shown a major expansion in Galloway, where around 4,000 – 6,000 
hectares is now likely to be infected.  This is believed to be a result of last year's extremely 
wet and persistently windy conditions and possibly the presence of the more aggressive 
‘EU2’ strain of Ramorum in Galloway.  In addition to presenting a major operational 
challenge in terms of clearance, this is serious because larch has an important role in 
diversifying forest landscapes, and there is a risk of high inoculum levels leading to infection 
of other species (including heathland plants and other tree species).   
 
It is clear that eradication of Ramorum in larch is no longer achievable across the British 
Isles: the aim now is to contain or slow down outbreaks.  Following discussions with the 
forestry sector, Forestry Commission Scotland is identifying a “red zone” (covering the worse 
affected area) in south west Scotland.  As I heard, when visiting the area on 8 August, to try 
to reduce the rate and extent of spread, the Commission proposes to focus the use of 
Statutory Plant Health Notices on outbreaks outside this ‘red zone’, requiring the clearance 
of symptomatic larch and any surrounding larch within 250 metres.  Meanwhile, work is 
going on to assess the logistical, marketing and environmental implications of clearing 
infected larch within the “red zone”, prioritising this work in accordance with tree health 
advice.  The Commission has appointed a senior member of its staff, based in Dumfries, to 
lead a co-ordinated response to managing this outbreak, working closely with the forest 
industry and tree health experts.  As stated above, I myself visited the area on 8 August to 
see the scale of the problem and review the proposed action and I have to report the disease 
has clearly and visibly spread throughout the region. 
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Other developments  
 
The Scottish Tree Health Advisory Group continues to meet, considering other threats (such 
as Phytophthora austrocedrae on juniper) as well as those outlined above.  At its next 
meeting on 28 August, the Group will be discussing the opportunities for the nursery sector 
to develop a labelling scheme to promote the use of plants grown in this country; and the 
possibility of developing a Centre of Expertise for Tree and Plant Health to help strengthen 
knowledge networks.   
 
The Tree Health and Plant Biosecurity Expert Taskforce, which was established by Defra, 
reported in May.  Action is already underway to develop a prioritised UK Plant Health Risk 
Register, and we have engaged in discussions with Defra about taking forward the other 
recommendations. 
 
In June, the Royal Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh (RBGE) launched a touring exhibition that 
explores the impact of ash dieback on our economy, our biodiversity and our landscape, 
highlighting what we can learn from this experience and what people can do to help protect 
trees in the future.  RBGE staff also ran bespoke workshops focused on Chalara in the 
sheltered area at Dornie, Gairloch, Applecross and Carrbridge 
 
We are participating in a UK-wide survey of the health of Britain’s broadleaved trees which is 
part of an Open Air Laboratory (OPAL) project on citizen science.  Forestry Commission 
Scotland has also funded 3,000 survey packs for distribution around the country.    
 
Regular communications events led by Forestry Commission Scotland staff have included a 
presentation to the Scottish local authority Tree Officers Group in May; a Chalara Workshop 
in Oban for private sector and FCS staff; and proposed Tree Health Day events for the 
private sector on 19 September (south Scotland), early October (north Scotland) and 29 
October (central Scotland). 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
PAUL WHEELHOUSE 


