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REPORT ON THE EU AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL: 15 JULY

OVERVIEW

The Council of Ministers agreed a General Approach on the European Maritime and
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) by qualified majority, enabling Council to begin negotiations
with the European Parliament. The new fund will replace the existing European
Fisheries Fund (EFF) and should result in greater simplification, making it easier for
fisherman to access financing.

This was the first Agriculture and Fisheries Council of the Lithuanian Presidency,
chaired by Mr Vigilijus Jukna, Lithuanian Minister for Agriculture.

The Presidency set out their priorities in agricultural and fisheries over the next 6
months. Key objectives for agriculture include: adopting the CAP transitional
provisions for 2014; making significant progress on the Animal and Plant Health
Package and initiating work on a number of proposals to promote agricultural
products to the EU and International market. On fisheries: establishing long term
management plans for stocks and setting total allowable catches (TACs) for 2014
were identified.

KEY OUTCOMES

Agriculture

On CAP, there was a debate on issues relating to the multi annual financial
framework of CAP reform, which were left unresolved in the Political agreement
reached at the end of June. The European Parliament has indicated that they would
like to reopen negotiations on these issues in the autumn. Member States made it
clear that they did not want to reopen these negotiations and that the June
agreement was the limit of the Council's position.

Fisheries

Council approved the proposed text on the EMFF regulation giving the Presidency a
mandate to start negotiations with the European Parliament. The agreement
focussed on the principles of budgetary allocation and criteria, although actual
numbers were not formally tabled. The European Parliament are expected to vote on
their position in October, at which point the Council can begin negotiations to
conclude a deal by the end of the year.

The Commission set out their position on fishing opportunities for 2014, focusing on
the importance of long term management plans and providing positive feedback on
current stock levels in European waters.



Additionally, a number of AOB items were discussed:

Horsemeat - Commissioner Borg gave an update on the actions taken to restore
consumer confidence since the incident earlier in the year when horsemeat was
fraudulently mislabelled as beef in food products. The Commissioner provided a
progress report on the 5-point Action Plan on food fraud including setting penalties
for deliberate fraud, establishing a food fraud network and new information exchange
systems. Member States welcomed the measures but some highlighted that there
remains a need to take further steps to increase traceability and controls across the
EU.

Fipronil - At the request of the Netherlands, Commissioner Borg commented on the
conclusions of the European Food Safety Authority assessment which identified that
the insecticide Fipronil poses a high risk to bees. On the basis of these conclusions
the Commission set out proposals, to be voted on at the Standing Committee on the
Food Chain and Animal Health, for limiting the use of Fipronil. Post Council (16 July)
at the Standing Committee Member States voted to back the Commission's plans to
restrict the use of Fipronil across the EU.

Mackerel - Commissioner Damanaki gave an update on the Atlantic mackerel EU
dispute with Iceland and the Faroes. The Commissioner made public that they were
going to proceed with trade measures against the Faroe Islands in response to their
continued overfishing of the Atlanto-scandian Herring (ASH) stock as soon as
possible, unless the Faroese Government bring forward a plan for sustainable fishing
of the stock.

Food waste - Hungary presented its paper on the importance of tackling food waste
to which several Member States indicated support. Commissioner Ciolos informed
the Council that they would release a communication on 'Sustainable Food' towards
the end of the year which would take account of this issue.

Outbreak of Newcastle disease in Cyprus - Cyprus outlined the impact of an
outbreak of Newcastle disease for the poultry sector on the island. The Commission
responded detailing the standard assistance available for such outbreaks.

Labelling of meat from animals slaughtered without stunning - The Netherlands
briefed Ministers on the issue of labelling of meat from animals slaughtered without
stunning. Commissioner Borg confirmed that a study, under the framework of the EU
Animal Welfare Strategy (2012 - 2015), was underway into the provision of
consumer information on the stunning of animals. The results of this study are
expected in April 2014.


