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Age Scotland welcomes the opportunity to comment on petition PE1419, which calls 
on the Scottish Government to create a dedicated Minister for Older People. 
 
While Age Scotland fully appreciates the issues faced by older people in general and 
grandparents more specifically, the Charity is doubtful whether the creation of a 
dedicated Minister for Older People would add any real value to addressing these. 
 
Currently, the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and 
Cities Strategy, Nicola Sturgeon MSP, has responsibility for older people within her 
portfolio. While some might conclude that this would sideline older people’s issues in 
the wider remit, Age Scotland’s experience to date has been that this has led to 
people’s issues being represented and influenced at the highest level of decision-
making in Scotland, namely within the Cabinet. Incidentally, this is similar to the set-
up Anchor has been campaigning for at UK Government level. 
 
Although creating a dedicated Scottish Minister for Older People might be seen as a 
positive signal, Age Scotland is concerned that it could lead to a diminished focus on 
older people’s issues at the heart of Government policy-making, as this Minister may 
not necessarily be a member of the Cabinet. Age Scotland would also be worried 
that a Minister for Older People wouldn’t be handed sufficient power and resources 
to achieve real change for older people in Scotland.  
 
While the petition doesn’t clarify which powers would rest with the proposed Minister 
for Older People, the charity is concerned that the artificial division of Government 
portfolios may lead to inertia in the decision-making process in these areas, with 
multiple Ministers and departments making decisions on policy issues where 
previously there was a single lead Minister. Indeed given the current moves to 
develop a more integrated health and social care service we would have concerns 
that a dedicated Minister for Older People would divert Government policy from an 
outcome-focused agenda to a process-driven one.  
 
That said, Age Scotland contends that there is certainly room for improvement in the 
way older people’s issues are coordinated across the portfolios. For example, much 
work has gone into reshaping care of older people, but for this to be truly successful, 
arguably both Housing and Transport must be more directly involved than has been 
the case to date.  
 
Furthermore, Age Scotland believes that it is important to ascertain which other 
bodies may be available to address the issues raised by the petitioner. More 
specifically, Age Scotland considers that as the petitioner is particularly concerned 
with ‘right to family life’ issues, these might be more effectively addressed through 
the Scottish Human Rights Commission’s work, rather than through a dedicated 
Minister (or indeed another Commissioner). 


