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Summary 
 
The call for the Scottish Government to create a dedicated Minister for Older 
People reflects a similar petition to the UK Government led by Anchor.  
 
That petition was signed by more than 137,000 people and is supported by 
around 100 MPs, dozens of organisations and a host of celebrities. 
 
Anchor is England’s largest not-for-profit provider of housing and care to older 
people. As such, we do not provide services in Scotland. However, 
demographic change impacts significantly on all the nations of the United 
Kingdom and a number of those who signed our petition were from Scotland. 
The arguments about the need for leadership in this area to prepare for and 
respond to demographic change are equally applicable in Scotland.  
 
Support for the campaign  
 
Our campaign for a minister for older people, which we have called Grey 
Pride, has popular, political and industry support.  
 
The 137,000-strong petition was presented at 10 Downing Street on 28 
November by Anchor customers and colleagues, along with celebrity 
supporter Esther Rantzen. 
 
To date, approximately 100 MPs from all the major parties have backed the 
campaign, with 84 having signed an Early Day Motion (EDM 1907).  
 
Labour leader Ed Miliband is among the campaign’s supporters and has 
appointed Liz Kendall MP to attend the Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Minister 
for Care and Older People, in recognition of the need to give greater scrutiny 
to older people’s issues. 
 
Organisations which have supported the campaign include: the National 
Housing Federation, McCarthy and Stone, The Grandparents’ Association, 
the English Community Care Association, Dementia UK, Counsel and Care, 
Action on Elder Abuse, Stannah, the National Care Forum, Housing 21, Care 
& Repair, Friends of the Elderly, Grandparents Apart, Partnership, Barchester, 
Richmond Villages, Chief Fire Officers Association, Audley, Care 
Management Matters, Independent Age and Legal & General. 
 
A recent report by the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety 
recommended that “the government should appoint a minister for older 
people” and acknowledges that “there is no minister who has the role of 
considering all needs of older people and analysing policies across 



departments in terms of their impact on older people” (It’s my choice: Safer 
mobility for an ageing population, March 2012). 
 
Why we are calling for a Minister 
 
The policy issues that affect older people are wide-ranging and complex. As 
things currently stand, they span almost all government departments and 
several Ministers’ portfolios, yet individuals are being let down by a collective 
failure to address older people’s needs. 
 
By appointing a Minister for Older People at Cabinet level, we would ensure 
that demographic change and issues which impact on the quality of life of the 
elderly are considered in the policies of different Departments. For example, 
the Minister would contribute to Cabinet discussions around issues such as 
local authority cuts, funding for care, pension reform, welfare support, 
discrimination, health and social care, planning and elements of transport 
policy. 
 
This is not simply a campaign calling for more money for older people’s 
services. We appreciate that budgets are already stretched. Indeed, a 
dedicated minister would have a role in increasing efficiency, by better joining 
up services. We believe that an existing Minister should be given 
responsibility for overseeing issues affecting older people in the same way 
that Home Secretary Rt Hon Theresa May MP is also Minister for Women. 
 
Why we need a Minister now 
 
The proportion of our population who are over retirement age is increasing 
rapidly.  
 
These demographic changes are likely to exacerbate existing pressures on 
service provision. At the same time, ongoing financial pressures mean there 
will be major changes to the provision of services used by older people. It is 
therefore essential to have older people’s views better represented in central 
government, and to have a Minister who can monitor services and ensure 
policies are more joined up. 
 
The recent work of the Dilnot Commission on the funding of care and support 
identified where substantial reform will need to be made in order to guarantee 
the quality of social care provision in future.  
 
Another recent report by the Health Select Committee on social care issues 
stressed the need to approach older people’s services in a more holistic 
manner. The report called for more integrated commissioning of healthcare, 
social care and housing. Yet this was just the latest in a number of reports 
which have cited evidence showing the benefits to the public purse of greater 
integration while criticising the lack of progress in actually making it happen. 
 



These reports are extremely valuable in driving forward important debates on 
older people’s needs, but they only cover some of the issues confronting our 
ageing population. 
 
The issues affecting older people are complex, have considerable implications 
for Government spending and span many Government Departments including 
Health, Work & Pensions, Communities & Local Government, Transport and 
the Treasury. The appointment of a Minister would not only drive much 
needed changes to social care funding and integration of healthcare but 
would create much needed accountability for driving through improvements in 
the full range of services for older people. 
 
For more information please visit: www.greypride.org.uk 
 

http://www.greypride.org.uk/

