
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1416 
QUESTIONS ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

TUESDAY 15 MAY 2012 

The Scottish Government— 
 

 In your letter dated 3 April 2012 you quote the HPA advice that “a 
continued precautionary approach” is recommended, and in the new 
report by AGNIR, HPA states that it “will continue to advise a 
precautionary approach”. To what extent do the Scottish Government’s 
current planning guidance / regulations reflect this precautionary 
approach, particularly with regard to the siting of masts near schools 
and children’s nurseries? 

 The Committee draws the Scottish Government’s attention to the 
recent submission from Robert Brown regarding the lack of evidence 
on or analysis of the health impacts on young children by the siting of 
masts close to residential areas. To what extent did the recent 
research cover the impact on children?  

 The Committee notes that the Sitefinder database is a voluntary 
scheme and that three major operators have suspended their 
participation. What is the view of the Scottish Government on how 
useful this database is in providing comprehensive information to the 
public on the siting and operation of base stations in Scotland?   

  
 
TUESDAY 6 MARCH 2012 
 
The Scottish Government— 
 

 Will you undertake the review sought by the petitioner, please give the 
reasons for your response. 

 Given it has been 12 years since the publication of the Stewart Report, 
please provide an update on the extent to which the advice and 
recommendations contained in the report have been taken forward and 
acted upon.  

 The former Transport and Environment Committee took evidence on 
the effect of planning changes for telecommunication developments 
back in 2003. Will you outline how new planning guidance has 
impacted in this area since then?  

 The Committee is aware of the Sitefinder mobile phone base station 
database, a voluntary scheme where mobile network operators provide 
information on the location and characteristics of base stations.  To 
what extent in your view does this scheme meet the Stewart Report 
recommendation that “a national database be set up by Government 
giving details of all basestations and their emissions.”? 

 Is the Scottish Government aware of the Stewart Report 
recommendation (paragraph 1.37) relating to local authorities 



maintaining a public up-to-date list of all base station notifications and 
how do you ensure that this is being complied with?  


