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PE1410/F 
 
Public Petitions Committee 
C/O Clerk to the Committee 
Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
 
Your ref: PE1410 
 
23rd February 2012 
 
Response to various comments on our Fruitful petition in support of 
school and community orchards and some further clarification:  
 
Dear Mr Stewart (Convener)  
 
We welcome the chance to respond to the various interesting and thoughtful 
responses to our petition and we would like to thank the respondents for taking 
the time to respond so positively.  
 
Our reasons for bringing the petition are as follows: 
  

 We feel that fruit growing in Scotland has lacked a coherent voice – and 
might benefit from some strategic support by Government and its 
agencies.  

 We feel that the various benefits in terms of health and wellbeing, the 
environment, bring the community together, education, and also emerging 
economic opportunities to develop a fruit growing sector – plus use of fruit 
to make product commercially, all make this warrant support.  

 We formed Scottish Orchards as a constituted voluntary group in 2009 to 
address these issues and to form a broad network of interested groups 
and individuals supporting each other.  

 Scottish Orchards was developed following some research in 2008 funded 
by Scottish Natural Heritage, which showed the need for a national 
network. The realization was that not only were some of the older Scottish 
apple varieties endangered, but so too are the skills and knowledge to 
maintain the orchards, and knowledge of what the different varieties are 
used for.  

 Scottish Orchards is a forward looking organization: Our aim is not to 
primarily to preserve old varieties and skills as museum exhibits (although 
that should also be done) but to look at developing fruit growing in order to 
create orchards and widespread fruit growing for the 21st Century.   
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We have been copied into various responses to our petition, and have been 
invited by the Petition Committee clerks to respond to these comments, 
and to clarify any points. Our responses follow:  
 
Wayne Roberts, in the response from the newly formed Community Growing 
Solutions Ltd, (formerly of Elmwood College) made the point that Scottish 
Orchards and Commonwealth Orchards were represented on the Scottish 
Government Grow Your Own Working Group (GYOWG). We certainly did attend 
and invested a considerable amount of time and effort, and made various 
contributions to the process.  The problem - and Mr Roberts put his finger on this 
– was that “the core of this group has been looking at allotments.” Our perception 
also was that allotments were central to the considerations of the Working group 
and this arose due to the terms of reference. 
 
The terms of reference of the GYOWG are as follows. 
  
• Ensure that allotments and “grow your own” projects are strategically 
supported. 
• Produce practical advice and best practice guidance that will appeal to 
public   bodies, communities and individuals to help them develop local 
“grow your own” initiatives. 
 
We noted, and commented to the group at the time, that its final report was 
written by an editorial subgroup comprising solely of three members of the 
Scottish Allotment Garden Society. The result is that we consider that allotments 
– while making a very valuable contribution - are disproportionately represented 
in the report and recommendations of the Grow Your Own Working Group.  
While orchards are mentioned briefly in introductory remarks to this report, there 
are no recommendations in the report germane to strategic support for School or 
Community Orchards. We submitted Orchard-related recommendations at the 
drafting stage of the report, but these were not adopted into the final report by the 
editorial subgroup group and we had no explanation of why.  We wish to make 
clear that these comments do not imply any criticism of Scottish Allotment and 
Gardens Society: they managed to use the opportunity afforded by the Grow 
Your Own Working Group effectively to promote allotments, which is their remit.  
 
Our view therefore, given our disappointing experiences with the Grow Your Own 
Working Group, is that there remains a need for finding a way to strategically 
support the many and varied groups developing school and community orchards 
and other aspects of fruit growing across Scotland.  
 
We now refer to the letter from Scottish Government (and thanks to Dr Fox 
for her comments.)  We welcome the support of Scottish Government for the 
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Eco-Schools project, and we were pleased to input into the development of the 
Eco-schools Food Topic. 
  

 We feel that the school orchard project – Fruitful Schools 
(www.fruitfulschools.com) which received Scottish Government support 
last year  – is a very good strategic fit with the work of Eco-schools.  
Orchards fit very well with the school year, are fairly low maintenance and 
are a great way to get school pupils growing and harvesting their own.  

 
 We welcome the various funding streams and we do signpost funding 

opportunities to members of Scottish Orchards, many of whom have 
benefited from the various funding opportunities mentioned.  
 

 We also welcome the clarification that Scottish Government (in an 
addendum) are making to their submission to make clear that funding 
went to support Scottish Orchards, and the Children’s Orchard’s Fruitful 
Schools project. 
 

During our verbal presentation to the Scottish Parliament Petitions Committee we 
made the point that school and community orchards are a very cost effective way 
of getting people started in terms of Grow Your Own.  The information provided 
by Dr Fox reinforces this and gives some useful figures: 
 

 Via various funding streams 293 community and school orchards have 
been developed with Scottish Government support.  

 The cost for delivering 293 orchard projects has been £133,000. (For 
comparison the cost of developing the Bridgend Allotment site, (circa 90 
plots) in Edinburgh was over £300,000.)  

 
Our comments are that these figures: 
   

 show the rapid growth of the development of School and Community 
Orchards. (It’s worth pointing out that many other orchards – funded by a 
range of other sources have also been developed)  

 reinforce our point that orchards are a very cost effective way of getting 
people involved in growing their own food.  

 can be extrapolated to show the number of beneficiaries of orchards is 
considerable, and generations of people will continue to benefit for the 
lifetime of the orchard, which may be well over 50 years.  

 
We consider that these figures from Scottish Government help make a good 
case for orchards in these economically frugal times.  Orchards are low cost, 
high impact initiatives, which make sense to support.  There is currently a 
piecemeal and postcode lottery element to the provision of funding for these 
orchards, and we would like to ensure that all our children, and young people, 

http://www.fruitfulschools.com/
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urban and rural, and also all our communities across Scotland can gain the 
support needed to develop and maintain the orchards for the next fifty years.  
 
We believe that Scottish Orchards and The Commonwealth Orchard, are in a 
strong position to support this orchard movement and we would welcome 
discussions with Scottish Government to help us deliver this on a strategic basis. 
This is in line with the remit outlined in the Scotland’s National Food and Drink 
Policy, Recipe for Success, to strategically support Grow Your Own initiatives. 
Our successful Fruitful Schools project is also well placed to deliver training and 
orchard development in schools.  
 
It is our view that orchards are a great way to bring together a very wide range of 
people with a common interest. While orchards are not core to the Scottish 
Allotment Garden Society, to Woodlands Trust, or Historic Scotland, for instance, 
it’s significant that such diverse bodies see merits for orchards/ fruit growing in 
specific ways appropriate to their broader agendas. Although National Trust for 
Scotland were not able to respond to this petition, they currently hold various 
orchard collections. We believe these collections could be developed further as 
an important public resource, and would like to work with NTS to achieve this.   
 
Our plea is to get people all working together, in a joined up way, to create a 
Fruitful Scotland where ordinary people get the chance to get their hands dirty 
and get actively involved in planting, looking after and harvesting their own.  

 
With reference to Dr Fox’s comments regarding the development of a 
Commonwealth Orchard as part of the Commonwealth Legacy  
 
We have not sought funding to develop the Commonwealth Orchard either from 
Scottish Government or from Glasgow City Council. We demonstrated that it was 
possible to deliver this project as a federation of small grassroots projects, each 
getting funding locally, and also we argued that in the case of funded 
infrastructure projects – such as the development of the Commonwealth Games 
Village – there was an existing landscape budget, and that it would cost no more 
to include fruit trees as it would cost to put in ornamental amenity trees, or to 
maintain these for the future.  
 
We have spent considerable time and effort showing that our plans for the 
Commonwealth Orchard – ie developing a series of linked community orchards 
across Scotland – would strongly comply with the underpinning principles of “A 
Games Legacy for Scotland”: enhancing partnerships, enabling diversity, 
encouraging community engagement and embedding sustainability. This proved 
a fruitless exercise.  
 
The funding requirements as outlined in Dr Fox’s letter, create an interesting 
catch 22. As we understand it, no funding was/is available to support Legacy 
projects, in practice only publicly funded agencies such as Forestry Commission 
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Scotland and Glasgow City Council seem to be able to provide the financial 
assurances needed to comply with these Legacy requirements. It is our 
experience that it was next to impossible for small grassroots initiatives to qualify 
for the Games legacy brand, and we do not know of any that have succeeded. 
We would welcome clarification on this matter.  
 
We continue to develop the Commonwealth Orchard – and would be delighted to 
discuss ways in which we can get support.   
 
Conclusions  
 
We would like to recap on the main points here:  
 

 Schools and Community Orchards are a very rapidly expanding sector of 
the Grow Your Own movement.  

 They are quick, and cheap to plant, and are appealing as ways to get 
people started growing their own healthy food.  

 There are many beneficiaries to planting small orchards – and they last a 
long time once established 

 Orchards are low maintenance 
 There is currently a need to support the many groups developing School 

and Community Orchards and Scottish Orchards was set up in order to do 
this. It is well placed to deliver appropriate training, networking and 
support. The Commonwealth Orchard and our Fruitful Schools initiative is 
well placed to help develop school orchards.  

 We have not found the Scottish Government Grow Your Own working 
group particularly helpful in our efforts to support orchards.  

 We are happy to work with all groups and agencies to deliver a Fruitful 
Scotland. 

 
Once again thanks to the respondents and to the Petitions Committee  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
John Hancox,  
Chair, Scottish Orchards,   
Director of the Commonwealth Orchard. 
 


