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Your ref: PE1410 
 

25th January 2012 
 
Dear Mr Stewart (Convener)  
 
Public Petitions Committee – Consideration of Petition PE1411 
 
Thank you for your letter of the 21st December which informed Scottish Government that the 
Public Petitions Committee had considered the above petition at its meeting on the 13th 
December.  Your correspondence sought written responses to a number of questions raised 
by the Committee; please find this information below. 
 
What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 
During the development of Scotland’s National Food and Drink Policy, ‘Recipe for Success’, 
it was clear that in Scotland more people were interested in growing their own food.  
Consequently, through ‘Recipe for Success’ Scottish Government made a commitment to 
work in partnership with public sector bodies, allotment organisations and other stakeholders 
to ensure that allotments and grown-your-own projects were strategically supported whilst 
also facilitating, through guidance and advice, public bodies, communities and individuals to 
help them develop local grown-your-own initiatives.  Within ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ health 
and wellbeing is a distinct curricular area and this includes learning around food, health and 
nutrition.  Learners will develop awareness that food practices and choices depend on many 
factors including availability, sustainability and season.  Further, through the EcoSchools 
programme Scottish Government is reconnecting learners with where their food comes from 
and encouraging teachers and others to consider food as an interdisciplinary subject within 
the curriculum.  To this end, Scottish Government has supported a number of different 
projects (please see Scottish Government’s response to question 2. below for further 
details). 
 
There are a number of sources of funding, supported by Scottish Government and its 
Agencies, that may be approached to further enable grow-your-own initiatives and the 
planting of fruit trees in communities and schools; the Central Scotland Green Network 
Development Fund, the Climate Challenge Fund, and LEADER.  These funding streams are, 
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by and large, competitive funding sources and as such applications are assessed against a 
number of established criteria.  
 
Mr Hancox has received: 

 £15,000 (through the Children’s Orchard Fruitful Schools Project) from the Food and 
Drink Industry Division of Scottish Government to plant orchards in 73 schools 
throughout Scotland; and 

 £9,000 (was awarded to Scottish Orchards which is managed by Mr Hancox) from 
Central Scotland Green Network Development Fund (a collaboration between the 
Forestry Commission Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage) to run a series of 
training and networking events for groups interested in developing orchards in the 
Central Scotland Green Network area.    

 
What is the Scottish Government doing to encourage local authorities, schools and 
communities to plant fruit trees? 
Scottish Government has supported a number projects to encourage and promote the 
planting of fruit trees in schools and communities whilst also enabling individuals to learn 
about the origins of what they eat: 

 The Central Scotland Green Network Development Fund has provided more than 
£100,000 to support the creation of over 100 community/school orchards since July 
2010.   

 £15,000 has been awarded to the Children’s Orchard Fruitful Schools Project to 
enable the planting of 771 trees at 73 schools as a focal point to develop learning 
around food through outdoor learning.   

 Forestry Commission Scotland has supported over 120 schools and community 
groups within Tayside, Stirling and the Loch Lomond National Park to establish fruit 
trees for the benefit of children and communities.  This represents £18,000 of funding 
over 3 years from 2009-2012. 

 LEADER Groups across Scotland continue to animate and support a wide range of 
initiatives that are community inspired and community led with a host of orchard 
related projects being supported by Local Action Groups eg South Lanarkshire Rural 
Development Trust has granted over £100,000 to support orchards in schools and 
communities in the Clyde Valley. 

 The continued funding of the Climate Challenge Fund (Climate Challenge Fund 
funding maintained at £10.3 million per annum for 2012-15) enables local 
communities from across Scotland to come forward with their own innovative ideas to 
reduce their carbon emissions.  Since its launch in 2008, the Climate Challenge Fund 
Grants Panel have awarded over £11.8 million to projects where part or all of a project 
involved grow-your-own or food related activities that would have a lasting legacy for 
their community. 

 
Would you be willing to include orchards as part of the recommendations of your 
Grow Your Own Working Group? 
Following the publication of Scottish Government’s National Food and Drink Policy, ‘Recipe 
for Success’, the ‘Grow Your Own Working Group’ was established.  The ‘Grow Your Own 
Working Group’ is an independent organisation which has a broad membership and includes 
Mr Hancox.  This Group has been facilitated by officials from Scottish Government.   
 
In February 2011 the Group published a report that put forward a number of 
recommendations relating to the grow-your-own expectations of communities all over 
Scotland.  Given that the ‘Grow Your Own Working Group’ is an independent body they are 
best placed to consider whether a specific recommendation should be included within the 
wider recommendations developed by the Group.  
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Will you support the development of a commonwealth orchard as part of the Games 
Legacy for Scotland? 
Unfortunately, there is no specific funding available to support additional Games legacy 
projects at this time. With this in mind, the only form of support we could offer would be in the 
use of the games legacy branding. Groups and organisations may apply to use the brand for 
any project (or activity or event) that is of good quality and supports the ambitions of ‘A 
games legacy for Scotland’. To qualify to use the Games legacy brand, new projects are 
required to meet our pre qualifying criteria, before proceeding to the assessment process. 
The pre qualifying criteria are: 
 

 The nature of the project, activity or event must meet the ambitions of one or more of 
the four themes of ‘A games legacy for Scotland’: Active, Connected, Sustainable, 
and Flourishing. 

 
 The project, activity or event must be of high quality and compliant with the five 

underpinning principles of ‘A games legacy for Scotland’: enhancing partnerships, 
enabling diversity, ensuring equality, encouraging community engagement, and 
embedding sustainability. 

 
 The required funding to deliver the project, activity or event must already be secured. 

 

Brand applications are then assessed on an individual basis and authorisation will be based 
on the quality of the project and its relevance to the aims and objectives of ‘A games legacy 
for Scotland’. As part of that process, the Scottish Government’s Games Legacy Team will 
seek the views of the appropriate lead delivery partners - including Scottish Government 
policy leads and Analytical Services - on the robustness of the application and their 
assessment of the ability of the project to help deliver the objectives of the legacy plan. 
 
I hope the above information was useful and please feel free to contact me should you 
require any further information. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Dr Amanda Fox 


