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The Woodland Trust Scotland welcomes the opportunity to provide a written 

response to the Public Petitions Committee. We are part of the Woodland 

Trust, the UK's leading woodland conservation charity. Our vision is a UK rich 

in native woods and trees enjoyed and valued by everyone. We have three 

aims: to enable the creation of more native woods and places rich in trees; to 

protect native woods, trees and their wildlife for the future; to inspire 

everyone to enjoy and value woods and trees.  The Woodland Trust owns 

over 1,000 sites and has 300,000 members and supporters. 

What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 

The Woodland Trust Scotland is broadly supportive of the objectives outlined 

in Petition PE1410. Scotland has a number of orchard enthusiast groups who 

are working hard to protect Scotland’s remaining orchards. We agree there is 

scope to further support these groups protect and expand Scotland’s 

orchards. 

 

Fruit tree planting in schools and community settings 

 

We believe that young people benefit from experiencing tree planting and 

outdoor learning at school. The petition highlights how tree planting can be 

used to teach young people about the world around them, and how trees, 

plants and our food grows. Outdoor learning allows people to learn in 

different ways to that of the traditional classroom. We believe that by 

experiencing tree planting at an early age, young people can begin a lifelong 

interest in the quality of their environment.  

 

The Woodland Trust Scotland would like to see further integration of outdoor 

learning during the school week. Specifically we support including outdoor 

learning as part of formal education in primary schools on a weekly basis. 
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For our part, there are three projects we deliver to further this ambition: free 

hedge and copse packs for schools1; free Jubilee Woods community tree 

packs; and the ‘Branching Out West Lothian’ (BOWL) project. 

 

Our free school tree packs have been available for nearly eight years and the 

community packs began in the last few years. Over the last three years we 

have involved over 142,177 people in these tree planting projects. The table 

below gives more detail. 

 

The BOWL project ran from 2007 to 2010 and provided in-school training for 

primary school teachers on how to use local woods as an outdoor classroom. 

The training focused on removing the barriers to teaching outside and on 

providing teachers with the skills and resources they need to successfully 

deliver outdoor learning. The resource pack created by the project is 

designed to integrate with the Curriculum for Excellence. It is available as a 

free download on our website2.  

 

More information about the principles and practise of outdoor learning are 

available from the Real World Learning Scotland website3.  

 

It is our experience that there is a high demand for school and community 

led tree planting projects. Local communities recognise the benefits of trees 

where they live and readily take the opportunity to plant free trees. We would 

be happy to share our experience from any of these projects with the 

Scottish Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
1 More information on free planting resource can be found on our website. 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/jubilee-woods/get-involved/Pages/school-tree-

packs.aspx  

2 The BOWL outdoor learning resource pack is available here: 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/bowl  

3 http://www.realworldlearning-scotland.org.uk/  

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/jubilee-woods/get-involved/Pages/school-tree-packs.aspx
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/jubilee-woods/get-involved/Pages/school-tree-packs.aspx
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/bowl
http://www.realworldlearning-scotland.org.uk/
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Woodland Trust ‘Hedge and Copse’ and Community Tree packs in 

Scotland 2009-2011 

 No. of 

Hedge & 

Copse 

packs 

No. of 

Community 

Tree packs 

No. trees 

planted 

No. people 

involved 

2009 971 0 41,030 31,626 

2010 1,284 80 73,757 43,200 

2011 1,748 212 120,465 67,351 

Total 4,003 292 235,252 142,177 

 

Commonwealth Orchard 

 

The Woodland Trust Scotland advocates the creation and protection of native 

woodland. By ‘native’ we mean species which reached this country by natural 

means, broadly speaking, over 7,000 years ago4. As such we do not 

specifically focus on fruit trees and orchards. However we do recognise the 

importance of fruit trees particularly those of veteran or ancient status. 

These trees, like other ancient and veteran trees have been long established 

and are valuable culturally, historically, and for biodiversity. 

 

Orchards form an important part of Scotland’s tree heritage, including 

specimens of veteran and ancient fruit trees. The establishment of a 

Commonwealth Orchard could help provide recognition and support for 

these important habitats and trees. Traditional Orchards have now been 

added as a priority habitat in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan5 (UKBAP). We 

can see the potential for drawing together delivery of the UKBAP and the 

establishment of a Commonwealth Orchard. We would welcome a scoping 

exercise to consider this potential. 

 

In terms of our own estate in Scotland, we have two woods which include 

orchards: Bellsquarry Wood in Livingston where ancient fruit trees have 

                                           
4 Native woodland definition: Rackham, O. (2006) Woodlands. Collins, London. 

5 Information on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats is available at: 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5718 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5718
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recently be supplemented with new fruit trees, planted to extend the old 

orchard; and Kilmagad Wood near Loch Leven in Fife which is a newly 

planted orchard. For all new woodland creation sites, we undertake 

comprehensive community consultations to guide the site management 

plans. Community access to our woods is one of our three organisational 

aims and we actively encourage community engagement in our estate. 

Discussion about the inclusion of fruit trees on appropriate sites is 

welcomed. We have one particular new site which we hope to announce 

soon, where woods and health will be a key theme. The inclusion of fruit 

trees could well be a possibility. 

 

For further information please contact:  

Angus Yarwood, Government Affairs Manager, Woodland Trust Scotland 

12 Cumberland Street North East Lane, Edinburgh. EH3 6SB 

Telephone 0845 293 5806 Mobile 0782 455 2016 

Email  angusyarwood@woodlandtrust.org.uk 

 
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in Scotland (No. SC038885) and in England and Wales (No. 294344). 

A non-profit making company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 1982873. 

Registered Office: Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire. NG31 6LL 


