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Public Petitions Committee Consideration of PE1409 

Questions Arising from Committee Meetings 

What are your views on the issues raised in the petition and the Committee’s 
subsequent discussion? 

West Lothian Council is fully committed to multi agency partnership working to ensure 
that the needs of all pupils are fully met. The Integrated Assessment process is an 
integral part of the Council‟s procedure for addressing pupils‟ additional support needs. 
All staff, both teaching and non-teaching staff are involved in this multi-agency process.  
Appropriate multi agency training is therefore embedded in the Council‟s continuing 
professional opportunities so that all staff have the knowledge and understanding to 
enable them to contribute to, and participate meaningfully in, all integrated assessment 
meetings and to further develop skills to support pupils. 

Does your local authority provide continuous professional development (CPD) for 
teaching staff in additional support needs? 

 West Lothian Council provides an extensive range of continuing professional 
development for staff (both teaching and non-teaching) in additional support 
needs.  
Many of the ASN courses are multi-agency and reflect the close partnership 
working throughout the authority. (See attached list from the Council‟s CPD 
Directory) 

 Authority wide training in use of the Dyslexia Toolbox has been provided to all 
primary and secondary schools. 

 The Council‟s Literacy Base staff provide on going advice, support and training 
for staff, both teaching and non-teaching, in primary and secondary schools. 

 Training in use of Autism Toolbox has been provided for all schools and 
nurseries. 

 A copy of the Council‟s “Promoting Excellence” is in all schools. This provides 
further advice on managing pupils with ASD. 

 The Council‟s Autism outreach team provide on going advice, consultation and 
support for teaching and non-teaching staff in primary, secondary schools and 
nurseries.  

 Multi agency training in PECs and PEPAR training is provided for teaching and 
support staff in the Council‟s specialist autism resources. 

 As part of the Council‟s service level agreement with New Struan dedicated 
multiagency  



Training and support is provided to meet individual needs. 
 ASN training is part of the mandatory courses undertaken by Probationer 

Teachers. 
 Schools can also request specific “in-house” training  for teaching and non –

teaching staff on particular areas of ASN . 
 Each session there are 5 Network sessions on Autism and Support for Learn 

respectively. At these sessions participants share good practice and may request 
training on specific aspects of ASN. 

 Information sessions on “More than Words” and “Talkability” are provided for 
parents whose children have communication difficulties. 

 The Council‟s Behaviour Support team provides on going advice , support and 
training for staff, both teaching and non-teaching, in all primary  and secondary 
schools. 

 Joint training with Speech and Language colleagues is provided on Listening and 
Attention skills, Managing the Child with Cerebral Palsy, Narrative Skills, 
Vocabulary Learning Strategies and Social Stories. 

 Joint training is planned with Child Disability Service, CYPT and Education for 
family support workers and foster carers. 

 Child Disability Service and Education have recently sent out a questionnaire to 
parents with a view to identifying what training parents would find most beneficial. 
If necessary other agencies would be involved in delivering this training e.g. 
Sleep Scotland 

 The Council‟s I.T. team also provide: 
 

1. Staff training via the „ICT to Support Learning and Teaching‟ Glow group which 
was created to support teachers in making creative use of the core ICT tools 
available within West Lothian.  This site contains: 

 
 User Guides relating to all West Lothian standard software 
 Videos giving step-by-step tutorials as to how to use the software 
 Exemplars of resources created using the software 
 Links to websites giving more information and examples of the software in 

use 

An area of this site is dedicated specifically to supporting pupils with Additional 
Support Needs.  Within this area Practitioners can access: 

 Case studies containing exemplars of support and advice given for pupils 
with a range of differing needs that have been referred to the ICT ASN 
service.  



 Downloadable Help Guides as to how best to use ICT to support pupils with 
a range of difficulties including ASD, Dyslexia, Physical Difficulties, Hearing 
Impairment, Visual Impairment).  
 

2. Awareness raising Training for Support for Learning Staff in the use of the core 
ICT tools is achieved via presentations given at the regular Support for Learning 
Network meetings. 

 
3. Specific training or support, at either whole school level or for individual 

practioners will be provided upon request by the ICT ASN service. 
 

4. Information relating to the support of pupils with ASN is posted regularly on the 
Staff CPD Blog.  This may take the form of information or links to new resources 
or websites.  Posts relating to ASN are tagged accordingly to ensure ease of 
access. 

What training does your authority provide to non teaching staff (for example, 
janitors, caretakers or catering staff) to help them to deal with pupils who have 
additional support needs? 

When schools request specific training e.g. autism awareness and strategies, all school 
staff are often included in this training.  

This is seen as best practice and is an area of development for the authority. 

  



INFORMATION ON ASN COURSES 2011-12 
 
Course No. of 

courses 
Probationer 
Courses 

Signalong 4  
Autism Spectrum Disorder/Practical 
Strategies 

2  

Nurture Group Training 3  
Awareness of Autism 2 Yes 
Top Tips Reading & Spelling 2 Yes 
Managing Behaviour of Children with 
ASN in the Mainstream Nursery 

1  

Introduction to Dyslexia 2 Yes 
The Hearing Impaired Child in your class 1  
Promoting Positive 
Relationships/Behaviour 

1  

Following up on a PM Benchmark 
Reading Assessment 

2  

Supporting Pupils with Dyslexia 1  
Following up a Spelling Analysis 1  
Top Tips for Reading and Spelling 1  
Reading Workshops 1 Yes 
Positive Behaviour Strategies 1 Yes 
Manual Handling Awareness Training 3  
Speed Up Handwriting Programme 1  
Developing Children‟s Motor Skills with 
Schools & Nurseries 

1  

We can and must do better for LAC 
Designated staff 

1  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


