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Petitioner Letter of 9 February 2012 
 
Firstly I would like to thank all of the organisations for taking part in this consultation 
and sending their responses. It is very helpful to have a wide range of organisations 
taking part so we can get a clear idea of what this issue means to Scotland and how 
it affects cancer treatment.  
 
One of the points raised in the response from the SMC was the point that with a 
Cancer Drugs Fund cancer would be made a "special case". In my opinion cancer 
should always be treated as and regarded as a special case. Reason being 
symptoms differ from cancer to cancer, there are so many types of cancers and 
thirdly and more importantly because Scotland has a cancer problem. I made this 
point at the Committee meeting on the 15th November. However there is one point 
raised in their response I would fully support and that is getting the public response 
to the funding of this fund. I would quite happily allow a Public Consultation to take 
place and if possible this would be a valuable next step in this process. It would not 
be the correct approach to simply end this petition without hearing the response from 
the wider public who should have a say in this matter.  
 
I believe and always have believed that it's the doctors working with cancer patients, 
who see them nearly every day and track their progress who should have a big 
decision in what type of treatment they receive. That's one of the objectives of the 
Cancer Drugs Fund. I strongly believe it will place power back in the hands of 
doctors and their patients to make decisions which will improve their health and offer 
them hope that they can fight off cancer. I simply do not believe ineffective 
treatments will be prescribed by cancer patients’ doctors to their patients. Many of 
the organisations which were contacted as part of this consultation have made that 
point, that a Cancer Drugs Fund would force doctors to prescribe ineffective 
treatments. I disagree with this point. Doctors would never do anything to put their 
patients at risk. Doctors would never prescribe ineffective treatments to their 
patients. Doctors will prescribe only the treatments they believe to help their patients. 
The Cancer Drugs Fund will give doctors access to a wide range of treatments which 
in turn will give them the freedom to continue to help their patients.  
 
I understand and take note that the Scottish Government have over the years 
developed initiatives to tackle cancer and have put in place measures to ensure that 
treatments are made available. As I have said before and recently to the Sunday 
Express "Anything used to beat cancer is great". I applaud the Scottish Government 
for their efforts. National health is such an important matter and it is important that 
every action is considered and implemented. That is why the Cancer Drug Fund 
needs to be looked at and taken seriously by politicians. We have a two year gap at 
the minute from when the Value Based Pricing Scheme is set to be introduced. This I 
believe is a very useful scheme in ensuring the treatments are made available for 
Scotland. However what are we meant to so in the meantime. Are we simply to wait 
until 2014 instead of acting and ensuring the wellbeing of cancer patients in 
Scotland. We need to act now and ensure their wellbeing and I strongly believe the 
Cancer Drugs Fund will ensure that. Scotland is already at a disadvantage so are we 



really going to allow such an inequality to continue. We need to act and I firmly 
believe we should implement the Cancer Drugs Fund so the next two years close the 
inequality between Scotland and England and help Scottish Cancer patients. 
 
Throughout the responses I do believe all have said that Scottish patients should get 
equal access to drugs. Clearly I have made this clear on many occasions this is 
simply not happening. Scotland is at a disadvantage when it comes to drug access 
and it's time we started taking this seriously. Many recommendations have been 
made throughout into the work of the SMC. These recommendations have said that 
there needs to be a review of the SMC decision making. I believe this to be a very 
important step and one which needs to be taken forward. I agree the SMC needs to 
be more transparent and must clarify to patients and to the country why drugs are 
not being used in Scotland. Therefore there needs to be a review of the work of the 
SMC. Another point raised is that this will send a message to pharmaceutical 
companies that the NHS will pay whatever price to access drugs. I would strongly 
suggest that if the CDF was implemented there would need to be provisions in place 
to make sure that the NHS was getting value for money. I would suggest a review of 
current contracts with companies and a review of regulations surrounding these 
contracts.  
 
Scotland has a cancer problem, we are well behind other nations when it comes to 
cancer survival and we are in an inequality with England when it comes to accessing 
cancer drugs. The Cancer Drugs Fund needs to be implemented to end this 
inequality and ensure that Scottish cancer patients get these drugs.  
 
My Suggested Next Steps 
 
1: Public Consultation on whether they are willing to fund a Cancer Drugs Fund.  
2: Review of SMC practices 
3: Review of contracts with pharmaceutical companies and regulations surrounding 
them. 
 
Jamie Walker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


