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Cancer Research UK submission to the Scottish Parliament’s  

Public Petitions Committee - PE1407 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Cancer Research UK1 is the world’s largest independent organisation 
dedicated to cancer research.  We funded £332 million of research across the 
UK last year.  Our vision is that together we will beat cancer. We welcome the 
opportunity to respond to this petition. 
 
Response to questions 
 
What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 
 
Cancer Research UK believes that patients should get equal access to drugs 
that their clinicians believe will be effective, regardless of where they live.  The 
process for approving drugs for use on the NHS should be fair and 
transparent.  We recognise that this is an incredibly complicated and emotive 
issue.  
 
Cancer Research UK very much welcomed the work of the 2007-11 session 
Public Petitions Committee’s inquiry into access to cancer drugs.  We believe 
that it made a significant contribution to the ongoing debate on this issue.  We 
were also encouraged by both the Scottish Government’s response to the 
Committee and the improvements which have been made since then to 
address some of the issues raised.  However, we believe that there are still 
issues which need to be addressed, and we continue to work with 
Government to identify and address these.   
 
We believe that the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) makes a rigorous 
assessment of new medicines, and we support its work.  However, we think 
that SMC could be clearer in communicating the rationale for decisions, so 
patients fully understand why certain drugs are not approved for use on the 
NHS in Scotland.   
 
We also believe there are issues of clarity and transparency relating to the 
decisions made at local level through local Area Drugs and Therapeutics 
Committees (ADTCs) and the Individual Patient Treatment Request (IPTR) 
process, and we therefore welcome the recent announcement that “the Chief 
Medical Officer and Chief Pharmaceutical Officer have been asked to review 
processes with a focus on ensuring timeous consideration of SMC accepted 
medicines across all NHS Boards in Scotland any associated wider Board 
governance procedures, including the IPTR arrangements.”2 
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We were also very pleased to hear the Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Wellbeing confirm during the recent parliamentary debate that she has 
contacted the UK Secretary of State for Health to discuss forthcoming plans 
for Value Based Pricing.  The current UK-wide Pharmaceutical Price 
Regulation Scheme (PPRS) is to be replaced by Value Based Pricing in 2014 
(medicines pricing is reserved).  Value Based Pricing allows the price of drugs 
to be based on a range of factors which assess value. However, there are still 
significant unanswered questions about the way in which this process will 
work.  There is currently no clear guidance about how the new scheme will 
interact with existing arrangements (for example the work of the SMC) in 
Scotland.  We have therefore been urging the Scottish Government to work 
with colleagues in the UK Government to ensure that the new scheme meets 
the needs of patients in Scotland.   
 
The petitioner highlights the lower cancer survival rates in Scotland, which are 
indeed concerning.  We believe these could best be addressed through 
cancer prevention initiatives (e.g. tobacco control – since Scotland has the 
highest rate of smokers in the UK) and through earlier diagnosis.  High quality 
treatment (including surgery and radiotherapy, as well as drugs) has a clear 
role to play in improving survival rates, but it is by no means the only answer.   
 
In your view how do the differences in approach (between Scotland and 
England) impact on cancer patients?   
 
We understand that cancer patients will have concerns when a treatment they 
believe might help them is not available on the NHS, and that this can be 
compounded if it available in another part of the UK.   
 
The Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF) for England was announced before the 
general election to deal with perceived inequalities in access to cancer drugs 
either through rejection at the Health Technology Assessment stage or 
through lack of funding at a local level. This Fund is regionally distributed 
through expert groups.   
 
Thanks to the existence of the CDF, some patients are getting access to 
cancer drugs they might otherwise not have been able to. However, the Fund 
has been criticised for funding non-cost-effective chemotherapy treatments, 
rather than other, possibly more effective, interventions such as drives for 
earlier diagnosis or more advanced radiotherapy. There is also a concern that 
the Fund may exacerbate regional inequalities in access to cancer drugs. 
 
It is, however, the case that with the introduction of the cancer drugs fund, 
there is an additional opportunity for some patients in England to access 
treatments which have not been approved for use on the NHS by NICE, and 
which they have been unable to access through the exceptional prescribing 
route (similar to Scotland’s IPTR process), but which their clinicians feel will 
be effective.   
 
We do believe that the Scottish Government should give further consideration 
to those treatments currently not being approved by the Scottish Medicines 
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Consortium, and seek to minimise these by working with SMC, patient groups 
and the pharmaceutical industry to find a sustainable way forward.  Where 
treatments are considered to be clinically effective, but are expensive, we 
believe that all stakeholders should work to find a solution so that these 
treatments can be made available to patients who might benefit from them.   
 
Further information 
 
We hope you find these comments useful. For more information, please 
contact Vicky Crichton, Public Affairs Manager at 
vicky.crichton@cancer.org.uk or on 0131 243 2641. 
 
                                                 
1 Registered charity no. 1089464 
2 Public Petitions Committee papers, 9th Meeting, 2011 (Session 4), Tuesday 13 December 2011, PPC/S4/11/9/9, 
p5-6.  
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