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Dear Mr Hynd,

I am writing further to your email of October 5th and the attached letter dated October 4th from 
Graham Laidlaw, Head of Ferries Division.

The MV Saturn identified in the letter from Mr Laidlaw historically operated the Wemyss Bay-
Rothesay route and has previously been identified as only suitable for inner Clyde routes. It 
is therefore surprising that Mr Laidlaw has now identified it as the relief vessel for the whole 
network. The fact is too, that CalMac has used other boats, including MV Coruisk and MV 
Lord of The Isles as relief boats and has managed very well to cover routes during the winter 
overhaul period prior to MV Isle of Arran becoming available.

With the MV Isle of Arran released from the Isle of Islay route following the arrival of the MV 
Finlaggan there is a real uplift in available capacity for CalMac to use and there is no 
indication as to why this additional capacity is now so essential for relief cover.

The MV Isle of Arran is not unusually old for the CalMac fleet, however, with its current 
availability now would be a good time to determine definitively if the Lochboisdale-Mallaig 
route would perform as projected by CalMac and various consultants, or significantly better 
as the community believes. This could be done now without the need for purchasing a new 
boat and give the opportunity for Scottish Government to be fully informed on the viability of 
this route against estimates and projections.

The release of the MV Isle of Arran into the fleet provides additional operating capacity, 
however, the MV Lord of the Isles or other vessel may be best suited to be used on the 
Lochboisdale-Mallaig route.

Mr Laidlaw states that ‘there would be a significant cost to be borne within the Ferries 
budget if a new Mallaig-Lochboisdale  ferry service were to be established’. However, Stòras 
Uibhist contends that CalMac is already crewing, berthing and operating the ‘spare’ vessel 
and the only extra cost of introducing the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route would be any additional 
fuel used for the operation over and above what is already consumed.

If the introduction of the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route was linked to the cessation of the Oban-
Lochboisdale service from the Oban-Castlebay-Lochboisdale triangular service (leaving the 
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Oban-Castlebay service in place) the reduction in sailing time would contribute 33 hours of 
saved sailing time a week to the fleet (Caledonian MacBrayne, Mallaig to Lochboisdale Ferry 
Service, Final Report May 2005, Halcrow Group Limited). These 33 hours of saved sailing 
time (i.e. fuel cost) would equate to one third of the sailing time for a twice daily, seven day a 
week  Lochboisdale-Mallaig  service,  or  40% of  a  twice  daily  week-day service  and daily 
weekend service.

Stòras Uibhist strongly believes that a summer only Lochboisdale-Mallaig service could be 
provided for less than £1m per year and funding to support the introduction of this ferry 
service could be available from the HIE Route Development Fund. Previously, the Tarbert-
Portavadie  and  Tobermory-Kilchoan  ferries  have  received  grant  support  to  assist  their 
introduction and FlyBe has recently secured £340k towards introduction of the Inverness-
Schipol service. Support from HIE for the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route would reduce the cost 
to Scottish Government.

With reduced sailing hours in its schedule, the boat operating the Oban-Castlebay service 
would also be able to offer an improved timetable to the islands of Coll, Tiree and Barra at 
no additional cost, but undoubted additional economic benefit to the Scottish economy.

The Ferries Review has been a long drawn out process and for the community of South Uist 
is unlikely to identify a different need for an improved ferry service to that identified in the 
2005 STAG appraisal identified above. Stòras Uibhist maintains that the Scottish 
Government will never have a better time to introduce the Lochboisdale-Mallaig route 
without having to purchase and crew a new vessel.

Yours sincerely 

Huw Francis
Chief Executive

Storas Uibhist Limited  Registered in Scotland SC262354
(Scotland) Registered Office - Oifis Storas, Daliburgh, South Uist HS8 5SS

Telephone 01878 700101 www.storasuibhist.com  e-mail – info@storasuibhist.com

http://www.storasuibhist.com/



