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Dear Allison, 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1389 
 
I refer to the request from the committee for an update on representations made by the 
Scottish Government in relation to the future of all coastguard stations in Scotland.  
 
As you may be aware, the Scottish Government responded formally to the proposals by the 
MCA on 22 March highlighting that we disagree with the proposals set out in the 
consultation and urging them to rethink the approach that they were taking. Given Scotland 
has some 60% of UK seas it was not acceptable that we would be left with only 25% of the 
MRCC’s.  
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment also wrote to the UK shipping 
Minister on 22 March, drawing his attention to the consultation response and highlighting 
the Scottish Government’s concern about these proposals as well as other significant cuts 
that could affect the safety of mariners and or risk damage to Scotland’s marine 
environment (the withdrawal of the Emergency Towing Vessels and the review of the 
Marine Incident Response Group).   
 
A copy of the response to the consultation and the letter to Mr Penning were submitted to 
the Commons Transport Select Committee to be used as evidence as part of its inquiry into 
the matter. The Cabinet Secretary also re-iterated the concerns in a further letter to the 
Committee on 23 May. 
 
A further members’ business debate was held in the Scottish Parliament on 23 June in the 
name of Stuart McMillan, MSP, on ‘David McBrayne Group Supports Coastguards’. 
 
Following the Select Committee report and the announcement from the UK government that 
it is withdrawing and rethinking these proposals, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and 
the Environment wrote to Mr Penning welcoming the decision and asking for discussion on 
any revised proposals. Mr Penning spoke to Mr Lochhead on the day before the revised 
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proposals were announced to advise him that a statement would be made the following day 
– although no details were provided as to the contents of the document other than to note 
the position had changed following the initial consultation.   
 
The UK Government has now published revised proposals that will see Aberdeen, Shetland 
and Stornoway escape closure. Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment 
noted –  
 
"I welcome the news that the UK Government has decided to retain vital coastguard 
services in Aberdeen, Shetland and Stornoway and front-line services are to be 
strengthened. 
 
"I am pleased that common sense has prevailed and the Secretary of State has listened to 
our views as expressed in the consultation and reconsidered these closures. I congratulate 
the community led campaigns in Shetland and Stornoway whose powerful arguments led to 
this change of heart. 
 
"However I am disappointed to hear plans to close Forth and Clyde stations remain given 
the importance of our maritime industry and will be closely examining these proposals 
and responding to the new consultation in due course. 
 
We are currently looking at the revised proposals and preparing our response to the 
consultation.  
 
I hope that you find this update useful. Please do not hesitate to contact me should there be 
any further information needed by the Committee. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Chris Wilcock 
Head of Branch  
 


